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U p  
F r o n t  
C a l l  
t o r  M e n t o r s  
A S  I  R E F L E C T  u p o n  t h e  g r e a t  h o n o r  o f  
b e c o m i n g  E a s t e r n '  s  2 5 t h  p r e s i d e n t ,  I  a m  
t o u c h e d  b y  t h e  m e m o r i e s  o f  a l l  t h e  h e l p  I  
r e c e i v e d  i n  m y  f o r m a t i v e  y e a r s .  M a n y  o f  
y o u ,  l i k e  m e ,  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  i n  y o u r  
f a m i l i e s  t o  e a r n  a  c o l l e g e  d e g r e e .  L i k e  m e ,  
y o u  m a y  a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  w h a t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  
y o u r  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  m a d e  i n  y o u r  l i v e s  a n d  
i n  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  y o u r  o w n  c h i l d r e n .  
H e r e ' s  w h a t  I  w i s h  t o  a s k  o f  E a s t e r n '  s  
a l u m n i  a n d  f r i e n d s :  P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o f f e r i n g  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  t a l e n t  
t o  h e l p  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  E a s t e r n  
s t u d e n t s .  C a n  y o u  p r o v i d e  a  s u m m e r  
i n t e r n s h i p ,  n o  m a t t e r  w h e r e  y o u ' r e  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ?  C o u l d  y o u  o f f e r  a  w o r k  
o p p o r t u n i t y  d u r i n g  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r ?  C a n  y o u  b e  a  p a r t - t i m e  m e n t o r ,  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  a  s t u d e n t  o r  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  t o  t e l l  s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d  i n  y o u r  
f i e l d  o f  e x p e r t i s e ?  C o u l d  y o u  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  c l a s s r o o m ?  
O f  c o u r s e ,  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  a l w a y s  v a l u a b l e  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  i t s  
s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  w h a t  I ' m  n o w  a s k i n g  y o u  t o  d o  i s  t o  g i v e ,  t o  g i v e  o f  y o u r s e l f  Y o u r  
i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  y o u r  a l m a  m a t e r  c a n  a s s i s t  t o m o r r o w ' s  g r a d u a t e s  t o  a c h i e v e  
t h e i r  d r e a m s  a n d  b e n e f i t  t h e  g r e a t e r  c o m m u n i t y .  
H e r e ' s  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s u c h  a s s i s t a n c e .  E r i n  D i e t e l - M c L a u g h l i n ,  a  
f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t ,  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  E a s t e r n  w i t h  a  B A  i n  E n g l i s h  i n  
2 0 0 3 .  A l o n g  h e r  a c a d e m i c  j o u r n e y ,  t w o  p e o p l e  ( w h o  p r e f e r  t o  r e m a i n  a n o n y m o u s )  
e n c o u r a g e d  h e r  t o w a r d  h e r  l a r g e r  g o a l  - t o  b e  a b l e  t o  t e a c h  a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
l e v e l .  O n e  o f  t h e m  h e l p e d  h e r  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a l  M c N a i r  S c h o l a r s  P r o g r a m  
( n a m e d  f o r  R o n a l d  M c N a i r ,  a n  a s t r o n a u t  a b o a r d  t h e  C h a l l e n g e r  s p a c e  s h u t t l e ) .  T h e  
p r o g r a m  a s s i s t s  l o w - i n c o m e ,  f i r s t - g e n e r a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  t o  e a r n  d o c t o r a l  d e g r e e s  a n d  
r e t u r n  t o  a c a d e m i a  t o  s t a n d  a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e i r  o w n  c o l l e g e  c l a s s r o o m s .  T h i s  i s  a  
p o w e r f u l ,  v i s i b l e  e x a m p l e  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s ,  b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h e  
n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s .  E r i n  i s  n o w  i n  a  m a s t e r ' s /  P h D  p r o g r a m  a t  
B o w l i n g  G r e e n  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  p l a n s  t o  t e a c h  E n g l i s h  a t  a  u n i v e r s i t y  ( i f  w e ' r e  
l u c k y ,  t h i s  o n e ) .  
P l e a s e  e n c o u r a g e  s t u d e n t s .  H e l p  t h e m  h o w e v e r  y o u  c a n .  I t  m a y  s e e m  a  c l i c h e  t o  
s a y  t h a t  o n e  p e r s o n  c a n  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e ,  b u t  I  k n o w  f i r s t - h a n d  t h a t  i t ' s  t r u e .  S o  
d o e s  E r i n .  
I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  y e a r s  a h e a d  a t  E a s t e r n  W a s h i n g t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  g e t t i n g  
t o  m e e t  a n d  k n o w  m a n y  o f  y o u  p e r s o n a l l y .  
~~ 
D r .  R o d o l f o  A r e v a l o ,  P r e s i d e n t  
I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  m e n t o r i n g ,  y o u  m a y  c o n t a c t  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  A l u m n i  R e l a t i o n s  a t  ( 5 0 9 )  3 5 9 - 4 5 5 0  o r  
C a r e e r  P l a n n i n g ,  I n t e r n s h i p s  a n d  P l a c e m e n t  a t  ( 5 0 9 )  3 5 9 - 6 3 6 5  ( h t t p : / / c a r e e r s . e w u . e d u / e m p l o y e r s / i n t e r n s h i p )  
o r  s t o p  b y  o n  c a m p u s :  1 1 5  S h o w a l t e r  H a l l .  
2  E A S T E R N  M a g a z i n e  
I n t e r i m  E d i t o r  - J u d y  L a d d o n  
G r a p h i c  D e s i g n  - R y a n  G a a r d  ' 0 2  
C o n t r i b u t i n g  W r i t e r s  - J a c k  S h e e h a n  ' 7 3 ,  J e a n e t t e  W h i t e ,  
J u d y  L a d d o n ,  J o e l  W i l l i t s ,  D a v e  C o o k ,  P a t  S p a n j e r  ' 8 0 ,  
M i c h e l l e  W h i t t i n g h a m  ' 9 3  a n d  ' 9 9 ,  K a r e n  M a r s h ,  
B a r b  R i c h e y  ' 9 2  a n d  ' 9 8 ,  S t e f a n i e  P e t t i t  
P h o t o g r a p h y  - E r i c  G a l e y  ' 8 4 ,  M i k e  V a n d e r  V e e r ,  
U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e ,  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  B . A . S . S . ,  
B r u c e  B o w d e n ,  J u d y  L a d d o n ,  E W U  A t h l e t i c s  
E d i t o r i a l  B o a r d  - D o u g  K e l l e y  ' 8 3 ,  J a c k  L u c a s  ' 7 7 ,  
P i a  H a n s e n  ' 9 8 ,  B a r b  R i c h e y  ' 9 2  a n d  ' 9 8 ,  K o r y  K e l l y  ' 9 8  
D i r e c t o r  o f  A l u m n i  R e l a t i o n s - L i s a  P o p l a w s k i  ' 9 4  a n d  ' 0 1  
E W U  A l u m n i  A s s o c i a t i o n  - D o u g  K e l l e y  ' 8 3 ,  c h a i r  
E W U  F o u n d a t i o n  - K u r t  O r t o n ,  c h a i r  
C q n t a c t  U s  
A d d r e s s  C h a n g e s  
A l u m n i  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  
C l a s s  N o t e s  S u b m i s s i o n s  
E - m a i l :  e w u a l u m @ m a i l . e w u . e d u  
P h o n e :  ( 5 0 9 )  2 3 5 - 5 0 3 4  o r  ( 8 8 8 )  E W U - A L U M  
W e b s i t e :  w w w . e w u a l u m n i . o r g  
W r i t e :  A l u m n i  a n d  A n n u a l  G i v i n g  O f f i c e ,  
5 0 6  F  S t r e e t ,  C h e n e y ,  W A  9 9 0 0 4 - 2 4 0 2  
F a x :  ( 5 0 9 )  2 3 5 - 5 0 3 2  
E A S T E R N  M a g a z i n e  
L e t t e r s ,  C o m m e n t s ,  Q u e r i e s  
E- m a i l :  
P h o n e :  
W r i t e :  
F a x :  
e a s t e r n m a g a z i n e @ m a i l . e w u . e d u  
( 5 0 9 )  3 5 9 - 6 4 2 2  
E a s t e r n  M a g a z i n e ,  3 0 0  S h o w a l t e r  H a l l ,  
C h e n e y ,  W A  9 9 0 0 4 - 2 4 4 5  
( 5 0 9 )  3 5 9 - 4 7 0 1  
S u p p o r t i n g  E W U  
F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  m a k i n g  a  g i f t  t o  E a s t e r n ,  
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  t h e  A l u m n i  a n d  A n n u a l  G i v i n g  O f f i c e  
E - m a i l :  
P h o n e :  
W r i t e :  
F a x :  
e w u a l u m @ m a i l . e w u . e d u  
( 5 0 9 )  2 3 5 - 5 0 3 4  
A l u m n i  a n d  A n n u a l  G i v i n g  O f f i c e ,  
5 0 6  F  S t r e e t ,  C h e n e y ,  W A  9 9 0 0 4 - 2 4 0 2  
( 5 0 9 )  2 3 5 - 5 0 3 2  
E A S T E R N ,  a  m a g a z i n e  f o r  a l u m n i  a n d  f r i e n d s  o f  E a s t e r n  W a s h i n g t o n  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  i s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  f a l l ,  w i n t e r  a n d  s p r i n g  b y  U n i v e r s i t y  
R e l a t i o n s  a n d  m a i l e d  f r e e  i n  t h e  U . S .  t o  a l u m n i  o f  r e c o r d .  
c . . - - - - - t - C o  n  t e n t s  
F e a t u r e s  
?  H o t  R o d  o f  t h e  Y e a r  
S u r e ,  R o d n e y  S t u c k e y ' s  t h e  b e s t  b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r  i n  
E W U  h i s t o r y ,  b u t  w h a t  a b o u t  h i s  c l a s s r o o m  s t a t s ?  
1 1  M a j o r s  d u  J o u r  
A r e  t o d a y ' s  s t u d e n t s  r e b e l s  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s ?  
T a k e  a  l o o k  a t  w h a t  t h e y ' r e  s t u d y i n g .  
1 2  A d v e n t u r e  i n  S k i n  C i t y  
E m b o l d e n e d  b y  h i s  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  f r o m  E a s t e r n ,  a n d  h a r k e n i n g  t o  
a  p r i v a t e  y e n  f o r  w a r m e r  p a s t u r e s ,  i n  1 9 7 6  t h e  a u t h o r  l e f t  S p o k a n e  
f o r  L a s  V e g a s .  N a t u r a l l y ,  l i t e r a t u r e  w a s  u p p e r m o s t  i n  h i s  m i n d .  
1 6  J o n a t h a n  a n d  t h e  W o l f  
T h e  p r o f e s s o r  i s  a  w r i t e r ,  n o t  a  b i o l o g i s t .  H o w  d i d  h e  
g e t  t a n g l e d  u p  w i t h  a  p a c k  o f  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c a r n i v o r e s ?  
2 2  R i g h t e o u s  R e t i r e m e n t  
T h e  s u r p r i s i n g  p o s t - w o r k  w o r l d  o f  a  h a n d f u l  o f  
E a s t e r n  a l u m s .  
T h e  C o v e r  
" C r o s s i n g  t h e  R i d g e , "  a  p a i n t i n g  b y  R o n  
P a r k e r .  A  h i k e r  a n d  b a c k p a c k e r ,  P a r k e r  p a i n t s  
l a n d s c a p e s  a n d  p o r t r a i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  a n i m a l s  i n  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s e t t i n g s .  T h e  P a r k e r  f a m i l y  l i v e s  
o n  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d ,  B . C .  C o p y r i g h t ©  2 0 0 6  
b y  R o n  P a r k e r .  R e p r e s e n t e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  b y  
A p p l e j a c k  A r t  P a r t n e r s .  
D e p a r t m e n t s  
2  
U p  F r o n t  
4  
L e t t e r s  
6  
O n  t h e  R o a d  
8  
E a g l e g r a m  
2 1  
S i g h t s  a n d  S o u n d s  
2 7  
C l a s s  N o t e s  
3 0  
M a r r i a g e s  
3 2  
I n  M e m o r i a m  
3 4  
T h e  B a c k  P a g e  
3 5  
S p r i n g / S u m m e r  C a l e n d a r  
S p r i n g / S u m m e r  2 0 0 6  3  
Letters to the 
"""---===~Ed it or 
We asked readers to reminisce about their work experiences while they were 
attending Eastern, and fortunately (or perhaps not), their memories are slow 
to fade. Here are several snippets - and snapshots - from earlier eras. 
'The most lucrative job ... ' 
IN THE GOOD OLD DAYS, it was 
possible to work a summer job and work 
on campus during the school year and 
graduate in four years debt-free. I took a 
variety of jobs to accomplish this. 
As a sophomore (1956-57), I worked 
at the Louise Anderson Hall dining 
room. We scraped dishes, rinsed serving 
trays and hoisted washing trays for 
the dishwashing machine. We damp-
mopped and buffed the dining room 
floors every day. During academic 
breaks, we stripped the floors and applied fresh wax to them. This 
work provided me with board for the entire school year. 
Hubcap in hand, Bruce Kaiser prepares to rev up his '48 
Dodge to carry away his new bride, Ann Torrance Kaiser. 
I began to make real money the next year as the campus soft drink concessionaire. The pop cost 10 cents in the machine, and 
I made one penny for each bottle returned. This was the most lucrative job I had at Eastern, and I was able to purchase a 1948 
Dodge two-door coupe as well as pay for my room and board, tuition and books. And thus, I actually graduated. Of course, 
my social life was pretty slim. 
Bruce Kaiser 
'59 BA education 
'We all did what we could to keep the college alive' 
I REALLY ENJOYED your winter Eastern magazine. It covered many of the years I spent at Eastern and brought back 
wonderful memories. 
I emolled at Eastern in the fall of 1937. It was during the Depression, and many of the students had to earn their own way. I 
brought a Valedictorian Scholarship, summer wages earned by cooking for a harvest crew and a determination to go to college. 
My first job was washing dishes in the dining room at Momoe Hall. Then, when Dean Nelson found out I could take 
shorthand and do office work, I was given a job in the music department as George Barr's secretary. I worked for him until I 
graduated, with my wages starting at 25 cents/hour but working up to 35 cents. 
4 EASTERN Magazine 
This led to an interesting future. Upon graduation I was offered a 
full-time secretarial job in the Placement Office, where I worked until 
I went to a wartime job with the American Red Cross. Later, when 
Dr. Isle was hired as EWC' s new president, I was asked to return to 
campus to be his secretary, an offer I accepted. 
It was still wartime, emollment was small, and many of the faculty 
had gone into war work. Consequently, we all did what we could to 
keep the college alive. I taught shorthand and typing and also took 
classes to help keep the emollment up. 
I loved every minute I spent at Eastern but resigned in 1946 to be 
married. After my two boys were born, I went back to teaching and 
taught for 23 years. I am now 86 years old and still enjoying the future. 
Etta May (Rose) Bennett 
'41 BA education 
'Sunday evenings were spooky' 
AS A COUNTRY GIRL from Mockonema (close to Colfax, Wash.), the only way 
I was able to go to college was to work in the summers for my dad. He was 
manager of the Mockonema Elevator Company. For four summers between about 
July 4th till school started, I worked 12 to 14 hours a day, many times seven days 
a week. I weighed trucks that were loaded with wheat, barley or oats, and then 
weighed them again after dumping the grain. This allowed me to make enough 
money for tuition, room and board, books, clothes and even spending money. 
During my senior year, I worked on the college switchboard, which was in the 
basement of Showalter Hall. I remember Sunday evenings were really spooky, as I 
was the only person in that huge building. I graduated from Eastern debt-free, and 
my parents never had to pay a dime of their own money. 
As a senior, I was one of the last of the official hostesses for Eastern in the capacity 
of Sacajawea. (See photo.) This was an awesome experience and a real honor. 
Best Ever 
Ann Torrance Kaiser 
'59 BA education 
THE WINTER 2006 edition of Eastern was the best EWU alumni magazine I have ever read since I began working here 
(which may include the very first edition ever published). I usually skip through a lot and thought I would this time, too. 
But I have always been a fan of Laurie Winn Carlson, so I had to read her article. She writes on such a variety of topics and is 
absolutely never boring. I am way below an amateur photographer, so I enjoyed admiring what other people can do. Then I 
was caught up in the history articles. I read every word and studied every picture. 
Oatmeal Prize 
Carol Vines 
EWU Women's Studies Center 
THE ARTICLE "Debunking Myth" by William Stimson really brought back memories. Professor Edgar Stewart taught 
Washington state history when I attended EWC in 1957 - a required course for future teachers. It was necessary for 
students to attend every session and to write as fast as possible, since there was no textbook. Our study included the Lewis 
and Clark expedition and all the members of the Corps of Discovery - I felt I knew each and every one! (I even won a box 
of oatmeal when I knew the answer to a quiz.) I didn't know that Professor Stewart had written Custer's Luck, but after I read 
your article, my husband ordered it for me from Amazon.com- a 1955 edition, sixth printing, $5.95 then, and $10 now! I am 
indebted to Professor Stewart for sparking my interest in history. 
Irene Tallent 
'62 BA education 
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Politically Incorrect 
WHILE WILLIAM STIMSON'S article on Professor Edgar Stewart was a good read, I was disappointed to see the continued use 
of the word "Sioux." As many people know, that is a derogatory term. It was the Ojibway word for their enemy. Fifty years ago, 
it might have been typical to lump all Dakotas and Lakotas into that label. But today, it is akin to the n-word. 
More Praise for Stewart 
Kitty Eppard 
'70 BA psychology 
DR. STEWART was my advisor from 1958 to 1962, and I enjoyed many one-on-one discussions with him. I took every course 
he taught. I have an autographed copy of Custer's Luck that I'm going to dig out and read again. Many memories returned to 
me after reading your article. 
On the Road with 
Eastern Magazine 
Swimming With Sharks 
AN EXPERIENCED SCUBA DIVER, Jean Cavanaugh realized a dream 
recently by traveling to Amergris Caye, Belize. 
"Belize has the second largest reef system in the world, so there is 
spectacular diving," she said. Jean carried an issue of Eastern to the 
ruins at Xunantunich, shown here. Topping the hill is El Castillo, a castle 
thought to have last been inhabited by Mayan rulers around 830 A.D. 
Jean couldn't resist including a snapshot taken at a 400-foot-deep 
underwater destination known as The Blue Hole. "I was down at 140 
feet, the deepest I have ever gone." At one point Jean was tapped on the 
shoulder by the local dive master. When she turned around, he handed 
her a shark! 
"Normally I don't like to touch anything underwater," she said. 
"You're not supposed to." The diving group had been circled by docile 
nurse sharks, obviously accustomed to visitors. And the tour guides 
clearly derived some devilish pleasure in snapping candid photos with 
the toothy natives. 
Jean Cavanaugh ('98 
MBA) is administrative 
manager for the School 
of Social Work and 
Human Services. 
Vincent Aguirre 
'62 BA education 
WHERE IN THE WORLD will Eastern magazine next be sighted? That's up 
to you. Eastern alumni are invited to send in photographs of themselves 
snapped at interesting locations, holding the current issue (and perhaps the 
occasional iguana). Please include some information about yourself with 
your submission . At least one picture will be used in the next magazine. Due 
to space constraints, we may not be able to publish every submission, but 
the extras will be posted on the alumni website at www.ewualumni.org. 
Send to: easternmagazine@mail.ewu.edu or Eastern Magazine, 300 
Showalter Hall, Cheney, WA 99004-2445 . Happy travels! 
6 EASTERN Magazine 
Alumnae Kim Kelley ('02 BA interdisciplinary studies), left, 
and Ronna Ricco ('92 BA business marketing) 
in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. 
' e od' 
Named Freshlllan of the Year 
ig Sky championship may not have been in the cards for 
Rodney Stuckey this year, but he can add another piece of 
hardware to his trophy case. 
In March, Stuckey was selected as National Freshman of the Year in 
NCAA Division I by Collegeinsider.com. 
"He's the real deal," said Collegeinsider.com senior writer Matt Drake. 
"He can shoot, pass and defend, but his biggest contribution is his leadership. 
This kid is mature beyond his years." 
Perhaps the greatest story behind Stuckey's extraordinary success is academic. 
If it weren't for what he accomplished in the classroom, he wouldn't be adding 
to his long list of accomplishments on the court. 
Stuckey, a 2004 graduate of Kentwood High School in Kent, Wash., was not 
eligible to practice or play basketball with the Eastern Eagles in the 2004-05 
season because he hadn't fulfilled NCAA core curriculum requirements coming 
out of high school. He admitted his mistake and vowed to rectify it. 
"In high school, I didn't take academics seriously until my senior year. 
I should have been doing that my entire high school career," the 6-foot-4 guard 
and business administration major explained in an interview posted on ESPN. 
com. "It held me back, but things happen for a reason. I'm here at Eastern, and 
I'm loving it. 
"Taking the year off and getting my., academics straight has helped me out 
tremendously. I'm ahead in my (progress toward a degree), and I'm not having to 
take a heavy load every quarter." 
With a solid 3.34 GPA through five quarters of academic work at Eastern, the EWU 
men's basketball standout was rewarded for his hard work off the court in February by being 
selected to ESPN The Magazine Academic All-District VIII first team. 
"The academic work he had to do to get back on the basketball floor are things we're probably 
most proud of," said Head Coach Mike Burns. "It says a lot of him not only as a player but as a 
_ person." 
Stuckey, national scoring leader among freshmen and sophomores, was also named Big Sky's 
Most Valuable Player. The first-ever freshman to earn the MVP honor, the phenom ranked ninth in 
division scoring with a 24.2 point game average. He finished with a school record 726 points - the 
most in the Big Sky Conference in nearly 30 years - and he ranked fifth in the 43-year history of 
the league. 
John Blanchette, sportswriter for The Spokesman-Review, had this to say about Stuckey in a 
December 2005 column: "It's hard to know whether it's more accurate to say that Mike Burns has 
hitched Eastern Washington's basketball wagon to a mere freshmen or that Rodney Stuckey has 
highjacked it," Blanchette wrote. "You're watching the early evolutionary stages of the best player in 
Eastern history." 
Joel Willits, staff writer, The Easterner, and Dave Cook, EWU sports information director, contributed to this story. 
t~STFBN 
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Rethinking History 
A voice from a time of social upheaval echoed through 
J-\. Showalter Hall in February when speaker David 
Hilliard talked about his life as chief of staff of the 
Black Panther Party. 
The Panthers were founded in 1966 by college students 
Bobby Seale and Hilliard's childhood classmate, Huey New-
ton. While the organization's aims were freedom and justice 
for blacks, the nation's media focused on the Panther's will-
ingness to bear arms and their fiery rhetoric. This stereotype 
of violence was a misconception, said Hilliard, whose slide 
presentation showed BPP rallies where 10,000 sacks of grocer-
ies were routinely distributed to needy black families, and free 
health clinics and free breakfast programs for children were 
organized around the country. 
"While the unjust war in Vietnam was happening," said Hilliard, "we were opening clinics." 
The Black Panther Party was comprised of community organizers more than activists, he said. "To be a member, you had 
to serve the community. Everybody worked eight, nine hours a day." Hilliard's portrait of the Panthers as a kinder, gentler 
organization than they were commonly portrayed is supported by an unlikely source. In a July 30, 1970 article, The Wall 
Street Journal reported BPP was moving "toward service, away from violence." 
"David Hilliard has a story, a voice and a perspective on the struggle of black people that people need to hear," said Eastern 
graduate student Nicholas Russ. Russ and sophomore Tekledt Andeberhan were the driving force behind bringing Hilliard to 
the campus. Their grant proposal to invite Hilliard to speak on campus was one of 15 proposals for initiatives in support of the 
goals of EWU' s strategic plan that were recently selected for funding by the Strategic Planning Council. 
Helping Idaho's Children 
In February, EWU's School of Social Work joined a new and unique coalition aimed at helping children. Called the 
Idaho Child Welfare Partnership, its mission is to improve the 
lives of families in Idaho facing such challenges a s poverty, 
substance abuse and mental health problems. 
The new initiative has linked Eastern with the Idaho Deptartment of 
Health and Welfare Division of Family and Community Services, Casey 
Family Programs and Boise State University School of Social Work. 
For more than a decade, Eastern' s School of Social Work has partnered 
with the Idaho Deptartment of Health and Welfare in a master's-level social 
work program funded by Title IV-E of the Social Security Act. In 1997, this 
partnership culminated in the establishment of the Idaho Child Welfare Research 
and Training Center in Coeur d'Alene. The center, operated by EWU, provides 
continuing education, in-service training, planning, evaluation and research. 
Model is Cadan Beaven, age 2, son of Michelle 
Hege ('95 MS communications) and Rich Beaven. 
"The center became the primary research arm for the Idaho Depwartment of Health and Welfare," said Mike Frumkin, 
dean of EWU' s School of Social Work. The center enjoyed immediate success, landing a $6 million federal grant "focused on 
developing a children's mental health service system on a community-by-community basis across the state," said Frumkin. 
"We are providing an excellently prepared social work professional workforce for the state." 
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New Club 
Celebrates African Culture 
When Filmon Gebrekristos arrived on campus last school year, he sensed that other African students 
might feel isolated. 
"My thought was just that African students at Eastern had 
nowhere to go," said Filmon, who's from Eritrea. The routine of 
class, homework and being shut up in dorm rooms, isolated from 
each other, seemed sterile to him. 
So Filmon suggested getting together. "We just started meeting 
up, talking, chatting," he said. Last fall he officially organized the 
group, calling it the African Alliance. "Basically, it's just reuniting 
all the Africans together. Letting them know they're not the only ones out here. That if we're going to struggle, we all struggle 
together. Or if we need help, we help one another." 
Club members performed costumed dances and read poetry in March at Showalter Hall to an enthusiastic audience. Filmon' s 
sister, Feven, a sophomore, read a poem she wrote titled, "They Never Mentioned the Truth." It included the lines: "We came 
from war-torn Africa/ We came to be free/ We came for a new beginning/ The so-called American dream/ Why did they never 
mention the pain?" 
The group now has about 35 members and is open to anyone. "We've got Ethiopians, Somalians, Eritreans, Kenyans, Congo, 
Qatar. We've got Indians. We've even got an Italian," said founder and president Filmon. "But at the end, it comes down to all 
of us being students. We're all students at Eastern, trying to make it in this world." 
Juggling Act in the Garden 
Two new art installations coming this fall 
Your mission, if you're brave enough to accept it: sculpt a hunk of bronze into a shape that evokes the abstract concept of - social 
'j work. That's right. Social work. 
Pass? Most of us probably would. 
Artist Tom McClelland, on the other hand, jumped at the chance. Armed with 
a commission from EWU' s arts committee, McClelland conceived the whimsical 
image shown here. Called "Juggling Act," the playful figures portray a sense of 
creative problem solving. 
"Since this piece of art is to be installed in front of Senior Hall, the home of EWU' s 
School of Social Work, it seems only appropriate that the art reflect the juggling 
act that professional social workers (and adults, in general) perform on a regular 
basis as they work in service to their clients, families and their communities," the 
sculptor said. 
The base blocks symbolize cultural diversity and history as foundations of the 
discipline, in addition to the building blocks of communities and relationships. 
On the other side of campus, another artist received a very different assignment. 
Kim Brown was asked to create a piece near the new Computing and Engineering 
Building (CEB), something that would encourage social interaction, would change 
over time, be monumental but not overpowering, and provide a place to congregate. 
The installation should also portray diversity and opportunity. So Brown devised a 
pathway/ garden/ sitting area that will flow gracefully along the sloped landscape of the CEB. 
Called "You are Here," the living space will change "with each encounter, with time, with each day, in each season, along 
a path, making a place where knowledge, technology and nature collide or cross paths," said the artist. Students will assist 
Brown in laying out the space, positioning a variety of stonework and planting perennial flowers and ornamental grasses. 
Both pieces were funded by the Art in Public Places Program and will be unveiled in fall 2006. 
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Look Out for Swoop! 
Ryan Gaard was happy to change hats. Usually Gaard spends his time designing 
publications. Now he was being asked to become 
a cartoonist. 
Consensus in the athletic department was that 
old Swoop needed a makeover. The mascot, a 
symbol of Eagle pride and student involvement, 
seemed a little dated. 
"Some people thought the old one looked like 
a chicken hawk instead of an eagle," said Gaard 
('02 BA graphic communications). 
So the artist, who is lead graphic designer of 
Eagle Printing and Creative Services, unsheathed 
the deadly talons, removed the ball and beefed 
up the critter's muscles. 
Just watch this fierce raptor in action 
now! Chicken hawk indeed! 
Before 
Majors du Jour 
Some majors have changed since 1967, and some have not. 
How popular is your area of study today? 
This chart reflects the academic rri'ajors 
declared by Eastern Washington University 
juniors and seniors as of fall quarter 2005, 1987 
and 1967. 
Student fall enrollment: 
2005 = 9,868 
1987 = 7,838 
1967 = 4,507 
Sources 
2005 HEER Report and 1985/1967 
Institutional Data 
Reference 
Compiled by: EWU Office of Enrollment 
Managment and the Office of Institutional 
Research, Assessment and Demography. 
*Prior to 1973, psychology also included Applied 
psychology and child development. 
**Prior to 1973, speech pathology-audiology included 
communication studies. 
***All education students were tracked through program 
of study/department. 
Michelle Whittingham, EWU associate vice president-Enrollment Services; 
Karen Marsh, assistant to vice president-Enrollment Services; and Barb 
Richey, director of University Relations, contributed to this article. 
Major Field 
Accounting 
Anthropology 
Applied Psychology/CEDP* 
Art 
Bilingual 
Biology 
Business 
Chemistry 
Communication Studies** 
Community College 
Computer Science 
Creative Writing 
Criminal Justice 
Dental Hygiene 
Economics 
Education *** 
English 
Engineering Technologies 
Environmental Science 
French 
General Studies 
Geography 
Geology 
German 
Government 
Health Education 
Health Services Admin 
History 
Home Economics 
Humanities 
Industrial Ed & Tech 
Interdisciplinary Studies 
Journalism 
Language Arts 
Management Info Systems 
Mathematics 
Military Science 
Music 
Natural Science 
Nursing 
Occupational Therapy 
Philosophy 
Physical Ed & Health 
Physical Therapy 
Physics 
Planning 
Psychology* 
Public Administration 
Radio-TV 
Recreation & Leisure Serv 
Russian 
Social Science 
Social Work (UG) 
Social Work (Grad) 
Sociology 
Spanish 
Speech Pathology-Aud** 
Technical & Business Wrtg 
Technology 
Theatre/Drama 
Not Indicated 
(undecided, non-declared) 
GRAND TOTAL 
2005 1987 1967 
219 217 with Business 
16 9 n/a 
139 197 see below 
117 43 117 
n/a 1 n/a 
306 129 129 
744 796 499 
107 27 29 
63 129 see below 
n/a 14 n/a 
306 73 n/a 
86 w ith English n/a 
137 38 n/a 
106 60 n/a 
19 15 35 
993 305 see below 
83 179 124 
177 with Technology with Industrial Ed 
20 n/a n/a 
11 5 34 
with lnterdisc. 74 0 
20 21 28 
13 45 9 
minor only 4 24 
79 35 61 
6 28 n/a 
103 15 n/a 
88 50 51 
n/a 71 84 
9 4 4 
w/Eng Technologies with Technology 84 
164 with Gen Studies with Gen Studies 
19 26 19 
with English w ith English 16 
47 22 with Business 
39 148 100 
1 1 n/a 
33 66 113 
1 7 15 
60 268 n/a 
49 n/a n/a 
minor only 2 minor only 
125 133 63 
98 93 n/a 
14 19 17 
35 27 n/a 
238 93 168 
45 33 n/a 
48 106 50 
91 128 n/a 
n/a 1 3 
31 34 228 
144 71 66 
201 103 n/a 
29 35 82 
23 8 31 
73 70 58 
15 with English n/a 
w/Eng Technologies 99 w ith Industrial Ed 
25 18 18 
4,253 3,643 2,148 
9,868 7,838 4,507 
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"How in the world do you expect to make a living 
as a writer in Las Vegas?" my mother asked me, with 
justification, when I departed Washington state 30 
years ago. "That place is a cultural wasteland." 
"Maybe there'll be less competition," was my weak reply. 
In fact it was only a fluke phone call from friends in Las 
Vegas that drew me there. When I left my job as a Spokesman-
Review sports writer, I was simply looking for greener literary 
pastures. I arrived in Las Vegas on a lark and soon discovered 
a wealth of story material. How I might earn a living there as 
a writer was not immediately apparent, but when you're 25 
and single, poverty is not an overriding concern. 
Soon after my arrival in 1976, I joined a small team that 
launched a city magazine called Las Vegan. Now I was on 
my way! I wasn't worried about the initial sacrifices, such as 
writing for no money. It seemed enough gratification that I 
would get published each month. 
This was no showgirl publication but a serious, literary city 
magazine with poetry, crime stories, city council coverage, 
· the full spectrum. 
My freelance staff in the months and years to follow 
included the best of a small pool of local talent who agreed 
to _come along for the ride. I even got Dr. Hunter Thompson 
and K~n Kesey to pen essays for us, although my knees were 
. ·br~ised from the begging required t_o publish their work. (I 
had done my master's thesis at Eastern on Kesey, under the 
guidance of Dr. Bob Olafson.) 
_ My mother proved to be prescient, and after nine years the 
magazine died from starva tion. There was never a month that 
we made money. I had been so poorly paid that I had to teach 
literature and English classes at the University of Las Vegas 
in order to make ends meet. Although I hadn't lost money, I 
had invested time, heart and creative juices. 
After I left the magazine world, I spent three years doing the 
Hollywood Shuffle, peddling original screenplays that never 
got made into movies. I sold one to Warner Brothers, another 
to ABC television, and a third to an independent producer. 
None was produced, which is the emotional equivalent of 
spending a year creating a beautiful painting only to have 
a rainstorm wash the canvas clean. I found Hollywood to 
be a Byzantine world, where family connections and L.A. 
juice went much further than imaginative narration and 
crisp dialogue on the road to getting a screenplay produced. 
Most of the studio people I met with said my pitches didn't 
pack enough punch. They would always point to graphic 
one-sentence pitches as the most likely to score points and 
contracts. I don't know how many times I heard advice like 
this. "Pitch your screenplay in one sentence, like 'My movie 
is Moby Dick, but with a shark rather than a whale."' That 
was Jaws. 
Near the end of my patience in L.A., and not really caring 
anymore whether I was going to qualify as a "player," I once 
sarcastically threw out this pitch: "An elderly woman is 
driven to the market each day by a chauffeur." 
The producer looked at me like I'd lost my mind. "That's 
the stupidest thing I ever heard/ he said. "Who would go 
see that?" 
I reminded the overstuffed boob that Driving Miss Daisy 
had won a Pulitzer Prize for drama and an Oscar for Best 
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Motion Picture two years before. He quickly ended the 
meeting, but I'd made my point: the art is not in the plot, but 
in the telling. 
It wasn't long after my Hollywood flameout that my 
luck started to turn and I landed a book contract with the 
venerable Manhattan publishing house, G.P. Putnam's & 
Sons. The book, which dealt with the world of professional 
golf, actually nosed its way onto the New York Times bestseller 
list and generated paperback rights and international sales. 
Landing in my mailbox every so often, alongside late notices 
from the power and gas companies, were actual royalty 
checks. I started to feel like I had made a wise career choice 
after all. I also discovered that unlike the film world, which 
treats writers like a necessary evil to be tolerated until actors 
and directors can reshape their words and vision, the book 
world actually respects writers. 
casino world. My current project is a lengthy biography of 
the biggest sports bettor the world has ever known. We've 
received several film offers, and the book isn't yet halfway 
completed. I find that hilarious; they're coming to me now 
after treating me like navel lint 15 years ago. 
I've seen Las Vegas grow from about 400,000 residents to 
nearly five times that number. Even with all the problems 
that runaway growth brings, I'm glad the city hasn't slowed 
down. In addition to planes flying overhead, one of the 
constant sounds is that of earthmovers digging up hard-
scrabble caliche to make room for the next office complex, 
high-rise condo, housing development or glitzy new resort. 
I've now published a book of essays, a history of major 
gambling figures, four more golf books, two biographies, a 
tome on cancer, another on the U.S. Naval Academy, one on 
a pair of dot-com centi-millionaires and their foray into the 
I tell my children every day that they should be proud to 
grow up in a world-famous city, a place so highly regarded 
that 40 million people a year travel here to spend $7 billion, 
and that most of those folks plan to return even before they've 
left town. 
Of course, I haven't yet attempted to explain to my two 
kids, both still under 10, how those people spend all that 
money. 
On The links 
with Jack Sheehan 
golfer since age 9, Jack 
Sheehan, a former Indian 
Canyon club champion, has 
golfed with former Presidents 
H. W. Bush (Sr.) and Bill 
Clinton, plus Arnold Palmer, 
Jim Furyk, Sean Connery, 
Greg Maddux, Larry Bird, Bill 
v 
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Murray, Wayne Gretzky, Jane 
Seymour, Mac Davis, Johnny 
Mathis, Joe Pesci, Charles Barkley 
and other luminaries. He notes that 
Bush and Clinton would later go arm-
in-arm around the world as ambassadors and 
good buddies. "Were I to go back and transcribe what 
they said to me about each other 10 years ago," quipped 
Sheehan, "it might break up a beautiful friendship." 
Spokane born and raised, Sheehan ('73 MA English) is a 
30-year Las Vegas resident, a noted author and speaker, and 
maintains a golf handicap of 3. "But seeing as no golfer in 
Las Vegas has an honest handicap, you are free to believe or 
disbelieve any information about me you wish," he adds. 
After earning a baccalaureate degree at the University of 
Oregon, he made a last-minute decision to come to Eastern 
for a master's. "In all honesty, I didn't know what I wanted 
to do with my life, but I knew I wanted to spend more time 
studying literature." He evidently found his calling and 
EASTERN Magazine 
remembers that, "Dr. Ken Halwas taught me to love 
Dostoevsky and Chekhov." 
He just completed co-producing, writing and 
narrating a two-hour documentary that is entered in 
the Cannes Film Festival this month (May). It's based 
on his best-selling Skin City: Uncovering the Las Vegas Sex 
Industry, which explores how Las Vegas became such a 
distinctly adult destination. 
Visit his website: http://www. j acksheehan.com 
Interviewing Tiger Woods in 1996: Speaking to the camera, 
Jack Sheehan said, ''I'd like to introduce to you the winner 
of this year's Las Vegas Invitational and America's richest 
college dropout, Tiger Woods." The champion responded, 
"I think Bill Gates has got me there." 
Raj Joshi ('54 BA geography) came to America from his 
native India when he was 15. After living in Washington, 
D.C., he took Horace Greeley's advice and went west, 
earning a degree at Eastern, which started him on the 
road to an influential career in urban planning. 
Even though a job as a town planner back in New Delhi was 
exciting, he had fallen in love with an American - and returned to 
Seattle to stay, to marry, to continue his education and to make an 
impact in the Pacific Northwest. 
His contributions in urban planning 
are varied and significant - from 
neighborhood plans to large studies 
such as impacts on transportation 
systems of offshore oil drilling in 
Alaska, forecasting the distribution of 
land uses for the 1960s rapid transit 
studies in the Puget Sound area and 
a 1964 report on possible alternate 
patterns of development for the Puget 
Sound area. 
His home just north of Seattle's U 
District is his own personal urban 
planning creation - a small house he 
and wife Irene moved into in 1963. Raj 
and Irene enlarged it, added a small greenhouse and personalized 
it with such touches as hiring a Port Townsend metals artist to 
fashion a special front door. The door has within it the depiction of 
a pomegranate tree, the kind of tree he remembers in his grandfather's 
garden when he was a boy in India. 
As much as he loves the Northwest, Raj has a global focus. At age 49 
(1982), he enlisted in the Peace Corps and went by himself to build and 
live in a bamboo hut in the mountains of the Philippines and worked 
for the governor of the province. He also was a FEMA reservist, 1988-
2002, and assisted in writing hazard mitigation plans for Hurricane 
Hugo, Mississippi floods, North ridge earthquake and various typhoons 
in the Pacific islands of Samoa, Guam and Saipan. 
Raj retired from his urban planning business in 1998 but is still 
improving the world around him - and helping others. He contributes 
annually to the Francis (Frank) Shadegg Scholarship Fund for students 
majoring in urban and regional planning and is leaving a bequest in 
his will to benefit the fund well into the future (Frank Shadegg was 
department chair and a great influence in his life when Raj was a 
student at Eastern). 
Planning is all about improving the future, something Raj Joshi 
understands deeply and has committed a lifetime doing. 
"Eastern's Urban and Regional Planning Program 
is as good as any in the nation, and it is my 
pleasure to be able to help support planning 
students at the University," he said. 
Gayle Ogden, JD 
~~~~~ EWU Office of Planned Giving 
127 Hargreaves Hall 
Cheney, WA 99004-2413 
For information about creating a legacy gift with the EWU Foundation, contact: 
FOUNDATION 
(509) 981-4496 
gogden@mail.ewu.edu 
aching the 
olves of Yellowstone By Judy Ladden 
A 11 day long many eyes peered 
J-\.. through spotting scopes, watch-
ing pups of the Slough Creek wolf 
pack in one direction and pondering 
a grizzly farther down a sloping 
meadow in the other. On that May 
2005 afternoon in Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, the wolf pups weren't 
yet a month old. 
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An hour or so before dusk the dynamics changed. Nine 
adult wolves headed off for an adjacent valley to rustle up 
some chow, while one adult stayed at the den. 
Most of the spotting scopes were trained on the traveling 
wolves when someone said, "That grizzly seems to be heading 
their way." 
These particular wolves were historic to the human 
observers, because four females, an unheard-of number for one 
pack, had given birth that spring. Sixteen pups had been born, 
and all four families were living communally in one den. 
"We realized the grizzly was walking directly toward this 
den where we'd seen pups," recalled Dr. Jonathan Johnson, 
an assistant professor at Eastern, who for three years has 
periodically observed wolf behavior at Yellowstone. "So the 
wolves were on a collision course with this grizzly." 
I interviewed Johnson at the upscale Kafka Coffee shop just 
off campus on Second Street in Cheney. He's director of the 
master of fine arts program in creative writing, and his interest 
in wolves is less about their biology than it is about their story. 
In fact, I was enthralled as he spun one tale after another of his 
experiences as a wolf voyeur. 
The history of wolves in the U.S. is a dramatic and tragic 
tale. In the early days of this countri an entrenched prejudice 
against the creatures - despite their resemblance to man's 
I was gripped by curiosity about the grizzly-threatened den. 
In Johnson's telling of the story, the group of researchers and 
observers clustered around their telescopes in rapt attention as 
the hunting party of nine wolves discovered the bear. 
At first, the wolves simply harassed the interloper, 
apparently trying to get him to change direction. No go. The 
bear may not have known about the wolf cubs, but he was 
determined to head toward the den. So the wolves escalated 
their tactics to full-blown confrontation. 
An individual wolf that attacks a grizzly head-to-head 
doesn't have a prayer. But wolves are agile and smart, and they 
best friend - led to a national policy of 
extermination. By 1926, the area occupied 
by Yellowstone - some 2.2 million acres 
- had been purged of wolves. 
It took decades of impassioned 
political wrangling, spotlighted in a 
media frenzy that author Hank Fischer 
dubbed, "cowboy hats versus Patagonia 
jackets," before the wolf was reintroduced 
to Yellowstone. 
~~d this wall 
of bison, the 
aren't soloists. The wolf pack surrounded 
the bear and wouldn't let him proceed. 
Though a grizzly can handle all com-
ers in single combat, the most vulnerable 
part of its anatomy is its derriere. So the 
bear sat down. 
Fourteen animals from three packs 
were captured in Canada in 1995 and 
transported to the park for a "soft 
release," meaning they were held in 
one-acre pens for eight to 10 weeks to 
acclimate to their new environment. 
To avoid altering the wolves' behavior, 
great care was taken to minimize human 
largest of which 
weighs as tnuch 
as a stnall car, 
The wolves were obviously anxious, 
and the audience behind the spotting 
scopes was gripped by drama, even 
though, as Johnson emphasized, biolo-
gists and observers studiously avoid an-
thropomorphizing the wild creatures. 
Yet, in spite of all the emotion, the action 
onstage was surprisingly dull. is heading 
straight for ~s. 
"They all sat down," the 38-year-
old Johnson recalled with boyish glee. 
"There's this sort of detente, where the 
contact. When released, the draftees thrived in the park's elk-
rich wilderness. The next year, 17 animals from four Canadian 
packs were similarly inducted and they, too, prospered. Due to 
the wolves' reproductive success, biologists dropped plans for 
further transplants. 
The newcomers and their progeny have continued to 
flourish. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service reported in 
February 2006, "The wolf population in the northern Rocky 
Mountains is no longer endangered or threatened." The 
service estimates about 70 breeding pairs and 1,000 wolves 
now populate Montana, Idaho and Wyoming, with about 100 
residing in Yellowstone. 
Professor Johnson was captivated in 2003 while vacationing 
in Yellowstone when he glimpsed his first wolf. "I realized that 
there is a great unfolding story, not a human story, that has its 
own heroes, its own villains, its own arcs, its own tragedies, its 
own successes, happening out there every day," he said. The 
noise in the coffee shop throbbed beneath my awareness, and 
Contemplative, collared member of the Druid pack (opposite), 
by Doug Smith, 2000. A lone wolf howls (above left), by Jim 
Peaco, 2004. Photos courtesy National Park Service. 
grizzly bear was sitting down, and the 
nine wolves around it were sitting down. And they were all 
looking off in the distance as though they were watching a 
drive-in movie." 
Eventually, after 10 or 15 minutes, the drama drew to an 
anticlimactic conclusion. The grizzly rose and ambled off in a 
new direction. The pups would live to see another dawn in the 
primeval beauty of Yellowstone Park. 
E GOVERNMENT'S MISTAKE 
When Lewis and Clark trekked through Montana in 1805, 
wolves were plentiful, as were bison. The two so often appeared 
together that Lewis dubbed the Canis lupus "shepherds of 
the buffalo." By the 1880s, wrote Montana pioneer Granville 
Stuart, "There were deer, antelope, elk, wolves and coyotes 
on every hill and in every ravine and thicket." But settlers 
and the government behind them laid waste to this wildlife 
cornucopia. 
"No one knows how many animals were killed on the 
plains from, say, 1850 to 1900," writes Barry Lopez in his book, 
Of Wolves and Men. "If you count the buffalo for hides and the 
antelope for backstraps and the passenger pigeons for target 
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practice and the Indian ponies (by whites, to keep the Indian 
poor), it is conceivable that 500 million creatures died." 
As their natural prey dwindled, wolves turned to the 
burgeoning numbers of livestock in order to survive. That triggered 
the federal vendetta that pushed them toward extinction. By the 
1950s, writes Rick McIntyre in his 1995 book, War Against the Wolf: 
America's Campaign to Exterminate the Wolf, "The wolf population 
of the lower 48 states had dropped from 2 million to just a few 
hundred." 
As a young ranger, Aldo Leopold roamed the Southwest 
doing his government's bidding, killing wolves, mountain lions, 
coyotes and bears. But when he killed a particular wolf in New 
Mexico, something inside him snapped. "We reached the old wolf 
in time to watch a fierce green fire dying in her eyes," he wrote in 
1944. "I realized then, and have known ever since, that there was 
something new to me in those eyes - something known only to 
her and the mountain." 
Perhaps it is this mystery that today draws the wolf watchers, 
like Jonathan Johnson, to Yellowstone. 
CLOSE CALL 
The reintroduction of wolves to Yellowstone offers visitors a 
glimpse of a world that nearly vanished. Johnson once had an 
encounter with the drama of that world that almost led to his 
undoing. He was attempting to assist in a routine necropsy on a 
wolf-killed elk. "Mostly what we look at is elk bones and hide," 
he explained. Samples of femur and teeth are collected and sent 
to a lab in Ashland, Ore., for analysis. The working hypothesis, 
supported by data, "is that the wolves are actually helping the 
health of the elk herds" by weeding out the weakest or 
sickly animals. 
On a wintry day in December 2004, Johnson and two other 
observers squatted on a snowy ridge, peering through a scope 
at an elk kill in the valley below. The wolves had finished their 
meal, the wolf watchers surmised, or else had been encouraged to 
finish quickly, because a grizzly had taken over. The bear would 
soon be hibernating. 
"We were waiting for the grizzly to be done feeding on this so 
we could go down and take our measurements and gather our 
data," recalled Johnson. When the bear was gone, Johnson and 
another man descended to the valley while the third member of 
their group, a woman, stayed glued to the telescope, walkie-talkie 
in hand, making sure the grizzly didn't return. 
"The scary part," said Johnson, "is that we couldn't see the 
grizzly, but for all we knew he could have been snoozing 100 
yards away in the brush. And we were going to go down and 
start messing around with his dinner." 
They weren't concerned when they encountered a herd 
of bison on a sloping meadow. "The guy I was with had been 
a guide in Yellowstone for seven or eight years, so he'd hiked 
around bison many times. I'd hiked around bison many times." 
They were casually circumnavigating the herd, which numbered 
about 50, giving them a wide berth, when several bison turned 
toward the men, tossing their heads. The huge beasts seemed 
agitated. 
"So immediately we started looking around for cover and 
realized there was nothing. Not a tree, not a bush, nothing. There 
was a rock about the size of a steamer trunk." 
They needed something bigger than a steamer trunk, because 
"pretty soon the whole herd had turned toward us. And then the 
herd starts trotting. And then the herd starts running. And this 
wall of bison, the largest of which weighs as much as a small car, 
is heading straight for us." 
Too far from the woods, the men had nowhere to hide. 
"This friend of mine is a pretty cool customer. And he just 
turned to me and said, 'This is new."' The men backpedaled as 
best they could, preparing to leap behind thJe 3-foot-high boulder, 
which had become their brightest hope, when at the last minute 
the thundering herd swerved away. 
"They didn't trample or gore us," Johnson told me cheerfully. 
"But it was very nerve-wracking." 
However, the back-to-nature duo still hadn't accomplished 
their objective, so they hiked on. They soon realized what had 
spooked the bison. The meadow dropped off precipitously, 
behind where the bison had been grazing but not visible from 
above. In effect, the herd had been trapped. 
Still jarred by the close call, Johnson and his companion called 
their lookout for signs of the grizzly and were told the coast was 
clear. But now the men were cautious in the extreme. As they 
crested a ridge near the elk kill, they called out, "Hey bear! Are 
you anywhere around here, bear? Hey bear!" 
Fortunately, the grizzly did not reappear. "But we worked soo 
quickly," said Johnson, "and we got out of there very, very fast." 
Dr. Johnson makes the 8-hour drive to Yellowstone in a '94 
Dodge Caravan donated by a friend. "I take the back seats out, 
and I usually find a campsite in the park," he said. "I do a lot of 
my observations when it's quite cold." He is quick to point out 
that he is not crucial to the winter study but has stepped in as a 
relief watcher. 
On a typical morning, wolf researcher Rick McIntyre, who's 
been a ranger for more than 30 years, heads out with his radio 
receiver before dawn, trying to locate the packs. He keeps in 
touch with park visitors, who are also looking for wolves, and 
often it is a visitor who spots the wolves. 
(Only a minority of wolves are now collared. "The policy 
of study," said Johnson, "has been one of noninterference, 
noncontact.") 
Midday the wolves will be "sleeping for hours and hours," 
but you have to keep watch anyway, said Johnson, "because at 
any given moment, they could decide to stand up, stretch and be 
gone. And if you looked away, you'd miss it." 
If it hadn't been for a small cadre of people who fought for 
wolves, who made public presentations to hostile ranchers and 
farmers, lobbied wary politicians, wrote books and traveled to 
remote outposts to observe wolves from afar, wolves would 
probably still be exiled from this country. 
But economics was the primary factor in the government's 
anti-wolf campaign and, ironically, economics was wielded to 
turn the tide. To mollify critics, Defenders of Wildlife set up a fund 
for reimbursing ranchers and farmers for wolf-killed livestock at 
profitable market rates. Once the money began flowing, protest 
against wolf recovery lost steam. Since 1987, the nonprofit has 
written checks totaling $550,000. Fortunately for everyone 
involved, wolves seem to vastly prefer wild prey over livestock, 
something to do with the wolves' upbringing, apparently. 
"To me, it's the historic aspect of wolves in Yellowstone that 
makes this such a great story," said McIntyre, whom I interviewed 
in the park. Sitting in his car, he continued to peer through the 
scope mounted on his window as we spoke. "And not everyone 
may know that the wolf was a native animal when the park was 
established in 1872." 
The story of the Yellowstone wolf, he says, is "the story of 
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how a mistake was made in the world's first national park -
specifically killing off a native species - and how that mistake 
was eventually turned around and rectified." 
McIntyre calls Yellowstone the best place in the world for 
observing wolves. "Fairly soon," he said, "we'll reach the point 
of 200,000 people having seen wolves in the northern part of 
Yellowstone." 
'I AKES NO DIFFERENCE TO THE WOLVES' 
On a very cold day, a group of four or five animals was crossing 
a high ridge. "They crested this ridgeline," Johnson recalled, 
"and though we were probably two miles away, you could 
see their breath with the sun coming through, and it was just 
amazing." 
Johnson, who is writing a book about wolves, also writes 
poetry. His poem, "Antenna in Hand," ends with the lines: 
Wherever they range it's on/ the footfalls of individual feet./ We can 
check for signals again at dawn./ It makes no difference to the wolves,/ 
which is how they give us back our lives. 
A group of students and Assistant Biology Professor Becky 
Brown accompanied Johnson to Yellowstone last year. "It was 
amazing!" said Dr. Brown. "We saw a lot of wolves and a lot 
of action. As an ecologist, I think it's great to see people like 
Jonathan Johnson in the English department who are able to 
inspire students to love wilderness." 
So stimulating was the outing, Johnson and Perry Higman, 
PhD, director of the University Honors program, designed a 
course called Research and Writing in the Field. The class will 
be taught in Yellowstone for a week in June. Both graduate 
students and undergrads are welcome to take the course. "It 
will work for people who are poets, essayists, outdoor writers 
or just generally interested in writing," said Higman, who 
will teach it this summer, because Johnson, awarded a Faculty 
Summer Research Grant, will be writing at home. (Last year, 
Better days ahead: Wolf #10 of Rose Creek pack (above) in captivity 
prior to release in 1995, by Barry O'Neill, courtesy National Park 
Service. Photo (right) courtesy U.S. Fish and Wildlife. 
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Johnson published a book, Hannah and the Mountain: Notes 
Toward a Wilderness Fatherhood.) 
If we're lucky, there may continue to be times when the 
wolves' stories intersect a little with our own. Manuel Iron Cloud, 
an Oglala Lakota, conveys an account from his grandmother, 
who communed with animals. When she was a young woman, 
a wolf approached her by a creek, bringing a message. Her 
nephew, fighting in the First World War, had been wounded, 
said the wolf, but he had a strong will to live. She shouldn't 
worry. The wolf said that his news came via the Wolf Nation. 
The wolf's account was later corroborated by Army officials. 
"So when you see a wolf," the grandmother told Iron Cloud 
decades later, "don't be afraid of him. Instead, talk to him - he 
might have something to say to you." 
Sights and 
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Mn, Hailey! 
By Sheri Plucker ('92 BA, recreation management), Jason & Nordic Publishers 
n a stirring alchemy of the heart, author Sheri Plucker has turned a family challenge into inspiration. Born with 
Down Syndrome, Plucker's daughter, Hailey, is the heroine of this nonfiction children 's picture book (for ages 4-8). 
In Me, Hailey!, the adventure begins on Hailey's first morning of kindergarten . The day blossoms with Hailey 
riding the bus to school, making new friends, teaching sign language to her classmates, learning about recess, 
helping others and relying on others. Hailey may look and learn differently than her classmates, but her friends 
- and the children who read this book - discover she is special, just like them. 
"We are truly blessed," says Plucker of her 6-year-old daughter. "Hailey battled through two open heart 
surgeries before her first birthday. Now she runs like the wind, rides her bike and shares her contagious smile, 
laughter and love with every person she encounters." 
r 
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The Solitude of the Open Sea 
By Gregory Smith ('02 , BM, MFA), Seaworthy Publications, Inc. 
@) 
Me, Hailey! 
Eer feel like slipping the yoke and running off to sea? While few actually indulge the notion for more than the time it takes to soak in a bubble bath, Gregory Smith did the deed for real, and not just for a week or two but for months on end. 
THE SOLITUDE OF THE 
OPEN SEA 
GREGORY NEWELL $M ITH 
In a collection of essays, The Solitude of the Open Sea traces Smith's journey around the world aboard 
his sailboat, Atlantean . The expert seaman shares his observations and adventures with weather, the sea and 
other creatures (including humans), touch ing upon moments of calm, joy and sheer terror. 
Solitude itself was a lure to the author. Even when he traveled with companion sailors, Smith felt alone 
in his struggles against the vicissitudes of the ocean. Still , he sought out social contact in a desire to learn 
about others, to affirm his accomplishments, to find friendship and to savor exotic cultures. 
No need to be interested in sailing to enjoy this book. Smith's gift for storytelling indulges any reader's 
longing to comprehend the human condition . 
Great-Grandfather Was a Pirate 
Great 
Grandfather By Larry "L.J." Sinnott ('92, MA, English; English as a Second Language faculty, '89-'93), PublishAmerica Wen the Masters family inherits an old house in Everett, Wash., from a family patriarch, 12-year-old Billy and his sister are dying to uncover the proverbial skeletons in the closet. Town rumor has it that Great-grandfather was a pirate. What secrets will the house reveal to the preteen detectives? 
This fictitious tale for young people is a dream come true for its author, L.J. Sinnott, who has spent 
most of his life gripped by the yen to pen a novel. The Lynnwood, Wash., resident drew liberally from his 
own childhood memories of many hours spent exploring the nooks and crannies of his own grandfather's 
Victorian-style home in Everett. 
The Blight Way 
By Patrick F. McManus (Eastern journalism faculty, '59-'83), Simon & Schuster 
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fe in Blight, Idaho, tends toward the bucolic, with little action outside of the usual barroom braw ls, 
domestic violence and the occasional land dispute. So imagine the consternation of Sheriff Bo Tully 
when the body of a stranger is discovered on the rural landscape with no explanation in sight. 
This fast-paced murder mystery is a first fo r McManus, who is best known for the humor writing that 
People magazine says " brings to mind Mark Twain, Art Buchwald, and Garrison Kei llor." 
McManus so enjoyed writing The Blight Way that he is busy working on the next installment in the Sheriff 
Bo Tully Mystery series. Readers will find the sheriff's t ravails peppered with McManus' signature comedy. 
If you are an Eastern or Cheney Normal School alum or facu lty member and have written a general interest book or have a music CD on the market (no 
self-published works, please) and would like to have it considered for inclusion in Eastern magazine's Sights and Sounds section, please send it (along with 
your contact information) to: Eastern magazine, 300 Showalter Hall, Cheney, WA 99004-2445. 
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-I-Octane Retirement 
A look at six Eastern alumni who have tailored 
energetic pursuits in their golden years 
By Jeanette White 
AS THE FIRST BOOMERS hit 60 this year, experts predict retirement 
will take on a new look. But if Eastern alumni are any indication, that 
transformation is firmly under way. 
For certain, the road to retirement does not lead straight to Arizona 
after a quick stop for a gold watch. It weaves in and out of work and 
Picture This 
Terry Langston, who helped create the blockbuster board game 
Pictionary, reports to his II-year-old son's classroom each 
Monday at noon. As a parent volunteer, he copies papers, grades 
homework and helps students with math. 
Langston doubts his son, Alec, fully grasps his father's success. 
Langston launched a board game that sold 30 million copies and 
became a household word. But Langston's kids have no doubt he's 
devoted to his current job as full-time dad. "It's just important for 
me to give them all I can, and it would be irresponsible of me not to," 
says 51-year-old Langston, who retired five years ago. (He celebrated 
his 50th birthday last year with a motorcycle trip around the U.S.) 
His days revolve around Alec and Annie, who's 9. Together 
they ride bikes, make breakfast, do homework - and yes, play 
board games. 
It's not the life Langston pictured when he left Eastern in 1979 
with a bachelor's degree in business administration. He wanted to 
play as retirees plan for longer, healthier lives. Some forge paths of their 
own, turning hobbies into jobs and ignoring averages when deciding at 
what age to stop working. 
We looked up a few "retired" alumni - some younger, some older -
for a sneak preview of what may be around the bend for the rest of us. 
be an accountant, a goal he had achieved when he met two waiters 
who would forever alter the course of his life. Rob Angel and Gary 
Everson had an idea for a board game, a sort of charades on paper. 
"I found I really enjoyed it," Langston says. "My initial philosophy 
was if I liked it - and I don't really like games that much - there 
must be something there." Langston joined in, and the three partners 
launched Pictionary in Seattle in June 1985. 
By Christmas, the trio was promoting Pictionary at Nordstrom 
stores. Enthusiasm for the game spread down the West Coast, then 
across the nation. "It was just off the charts," Langston recalls. "Then 
we went global." Other spin-offs of the game were created, from 
travel and Bible versions to Pictionary Junior. A Pictionary television 
game show was nominated for an Emmy. The board game was 
distributed in some 60 countries and 45 languages. 
But after Langston married and had kids, he began to lose his 
enthusiasm for long hours and overseas travel. Since Mattel bought 
Pictionary Inc. in 2001, Langston and his wife, Lori, have shared 
parenting duties. "I have to admit, I was a little lost for awhile," 
Langston says. "There wasn't the next quarter's numbers to worry 
about, the next marketing review." Soon enough, however, he was 
relishing long hours with his kids. 
Langston doubts he'll give up retirement, at least not until the kids 
leave home. For now, he is content being a classroom volunteer. "I 
may be doing nothing more than making copies, but I hope it sends a 
message that I care about them, and it's okay to have Dad around." 
Moonlighting Antiques 
While some retirees set out to see the world, Danny and 
Linda Noel watch the world come to them. 
Their lure is a two-story, treasure-filled antique shop on a scenic 
highway crossing the North Cascades. 
Visitors, such as a movie industry miniaturist who once bought a 
tiny train depot, routinely arrive from New York, Alaska, California, 
Canada, Europe ... "everywhere!" says Danny, 60. 
The Noels, educators who retired in 2000, have turned a longtime 
hobby into a lucrative retirement venture. "It's crazy, but we're 
working harder than we've ever worked," says Linda, 59. "It's a 
going little concern." 
The Noels tell their story the way they've lived their lives - in 
tandem. Both grew up in Cheney, walking home together in eighth 
grade. They dated as EWU juniors and married in 1969 after 
earning secondary education degrees. Both taught in San Jose for 
a year before visiting western Washington and falling in love with 
the Skagit Valley, where they landed jobs with the school district. 
Throughout his career, Danny taught a variety of subjects, from 
high school art to elementary computer lab. Linda settled in as a 
high school librarian. 
In Sedro-Woolley, the Noels invested in a Victorian 
rental house destined to become Moonlighting 
Antiques and Collectibles, initially only open 
on Saturdays. Antique dealing came naturally 
to the couple. For decades, they spent their 
spare time scouring flea markets and 
antique malls. 
Danny remembers knowing it was 
time to quit teaching when one of 
his kindergarten students brought 
her mother and grandmother to a 
school open house and Danny 
realized that, at one grade or 
another, he had taught all 
three of them. 
"I loved teaching, but I really like the independence of being self-
employed," he says. 
While the shop feeds Danny's interest in art, Linda thrives on 
researching the history and value of individual pieces. 
"I don't have any sense of loss when I sell things," says Linda, 
who calls herself a high-end recycler. "I think that's because I'm 
a librarian, and I spent my whole life finding the right book for 
the right person. This is just like that, only I'm finding the right 
merchandise." 
She recalls an elated customer who discovered a doll she had 
loved as a girl, and a man who found hubcaps for his vintage 
1962 Triumph. "You could've heard him all over the building," 
says Linda. "You have a little piece of their joy when you have 
something they're looking for and it just fits." 
Shirley Bowden wanted to teach ever since her ' 
third grade teacher played hooky. 
Bowden, now in her early 80s, remembers a scrawled message on the blackboard 
of the one-room schoolhouse in Alberta. It read: "Dear students - Carry on with 
your studies. I have gone goose hunting." 
Bowden was impressed. This, she decided, was the job for her. 
After marrying and moving to Kennewick, Bowden enrolled at Eastern and settled 
into an awkward lifestyle. She packed up her two young kids and drove to Cheney, 
where she juggled studying and parenting all week. On weekends, she drove back 
home to her husband. 
After graduating in 1960 with a bachelor's degree in education, Bowden repeated 
the balancing act to earn a master's in education from Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University. By the time she began teaching full time, Bowden realized she couldn't 
skip class with a hastily scrawled note like the Alberta man (who eventually returned 
to school with three dead geese). "When I started teaching, it wasn't everything I 
thought it would be," she says, laughing. "There was more work to it." 
Even so, Bowden was hooked. 
History, geography, social studies - she loved it all, loved opening up the world to her junior high school students in Kennewick. 
She thrived on helping them understand people around the globe, eventually parlaying her sense of adventure into summer trips 
overseas. She accompanied students to England, Ireland, Germany, Italy, Turkey and the Philippines. In China, they rode camels on 
the Great Wall. 
Bowden didn't consider retiring until her husband became ill. The couple wanted time to travel by train, read books together, 
maybe spend winters in Arizona. But he died from a fall five months after Bowden retired in June 1982. 
Home alone, Bowden realized her true ambition hadn't really changed since third grade: she wanted, most of all, to teach again. 
Bowden moved to Bellingham to be near her grown children, then signed up as a substitute teacher. 
Twenty-four years after retiring, Bowden' s favorite days still start at 5:50 a.m., when the telephone rings and an automated 
voice summons her to fill in for an absent teacher. On average, it happens three times a week. Maybe her students are in high 
school, maybe the second grade. She reminds them of grandma. 
I think I'm a better person, because I've taught all the grades now," Bowden says. 
Each night, she makes a sack lunch, just in case. "If they don't call me, fine. I go to walk at the mall for an hour and have 
coffee with friends there." 
As a substitute teacher, Shirley Bowden has the luxury of declining assignments that don't interest her, such as 
playground duty, swim lessons or paper grading. But she offers a bit of advice to school administrators. "They call 
you a sub, which they shouldn't do, because it sounds like you're below them. I say, 'Hey, I have a master's degree. 
I taught for years,"' Bowden says. "They should say' guest teacher' or something." 
She plans to stop working only long enough to tour Russia's waterways next fall. 
"If I had it to do over again," she says, "I wouldn't retire at all." 
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Software Wunderkind 
Randy Park was a goal-driven man. 
Determined to create computer software that would fill a gap 
in the market, he did what it took: Quit his job. Lived lean. Used 
his former employer's computer at night for reduced rates. (It 
was the early '80s, before PCs were common.) 
His plan worked. Park developed Xentis, software that 
companies used to sort and format data - and it didn't take a 
programmer to understand it. Park's company grew from three 
to 16 employees. His biggest direct customer? Microsoft. 
Yet, in the back of his mind, Park nurtured a second goal. He 
wanted to retire early. He was eager to put to use his longtime 
fascination with maps, traveling to places he'd yearned to see 
since his days as a Mead High School student. 
So while Park Software Inc. flourished, he prepared his Plan 
B. Some years, he was able to stash away three-fourths of his 
earnings. "We're not into consumerism," says Park, 52. "We just 
last year sold off my wife's 15-year-old car." 
But rapid success had its drawbacks. Suddenly Park, a 1975 
Eastern graduate who majored in math and economics, had to 
spend much more time managing employees- a role he didn't 
enjoy. So in 1994, at age 40, he decided to test the retirement 
waters, selling all but the software development portion of his 
company. 
"At heart I was a software developer, not a personnel 
manager," he says. "Since continued development wasn't a full-
time job, I could spend more time traveling. I knew the royalties 
would provide a steady stream of income." 
Park and his wife, Susan Hollis, now take to the highway for 
months at a time, pulling their 31-foot trailer with a truck. They 
use the RV mostly for meals and sleeping, spending full days 
exploring cities and national parks. Last year, they were on the 
road eight months straight. 
Journals and photos detail a retirement spent canoeing the 
Rio Grande River (above), hiking sand dunes in Oregon, visiting 
Bryce Canyon National Park (below), spotting California 
condors and watching a grizzly with three cubs near Cody, 
Wyo. They snow ski, ride bikes, wander museums. "I think we 
golfed in every state we've visited," Park said during a cell-
phone interview from an RV park near San Antonio. 
At first, Hollis was reluctant to abandon her job as a computer 
software analyst. "But then Randy was having so much fun," she 
says. "He went on like a two-week ski trip and I was working, 
and I thought, 'I don't know if I can handle this."' 
The couple, who lives in San Diego when not traveling, is 
reasearching a new home base. Meanwhile Park, who stopped 
developing software along the way, doesn't mind being among 
the youngest retirees on the RV circuit. 
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Hard-Working Angler 
On sunny summer days, you might find Diane McHenry. 
64, on a dock at Williams Lake, singing and strumming her 
autoharp with musician friends. 
Then again, she may be perched on her red tractor - a 
retirement gift from her husband, Brad - digging a sewer line. 
The couple owns and manages Bunker's Resort, a vacation 
spot for anglers that giv~s McHenry' s retirement an ever-
changing mix of play and work. Bunker's is just 12 miles south of 
Cheney, where McHenry spent much of her career establishing 
and teaching in Eastern' s dental hygiene program. 
The resort has been the backdrop for the couple's life since they 
bought it 44 years ago, soon after McHenry left the University of 
Washington with a degree in dental hygiene. She focused on her 
job in a Cheney dental office, while Brad and others managed 
the resort. 
For decades, Diane straddled the two worlds. Driving past 
geese, bald eagles and the occasional moose on her commute 
home helped shift her perspective to resort mode. A little 
mingling with Bunker's vacationers, and the transformation was 
complete. "They' re relaxed, having fun, and you kind of get in 
that same spirit with them," she says. 
Work on a committee to create Eastern' s dental hygiene 
program led to an unexpected career change. McHenry accepted 
a teaching position and eventually earned a master's degree in 
communications. 
On weekends, she routinely advised vacationers which poles 
and bait to use to catch cutthroat and rainbow trout. She told 
them when and where the fishing was best, and rented out boats 
and motors. But McHenry had been so busy working and caring 
for her daughter, Xanny, that she hadn't learned to fish. So one 
of her first purchases upon retiring was a pontoon boat. She has ,1 
since fished, not just on Williams Lake, but on Lake Roosevelt and 
in Alaska. In another step away from academia, she bought an 
autoharp and taught herself to play. "I wanted to do something 
musical," she says. "Something not scientific." 
McHenry enjoys juggling play and work, which includes 
running the tractor, complete with backhoe and loader. She digs 
water and sewer lines while fishermen critique her performance. 
She bakes up to 17 dozen rolls a week for the lakeside restaurant 
now run by Xanny, a trained chef. From late April through 
September, the McHenrys run the resort's convenience store, 
selling everything from licorice to lures. They rent out rustic 
cottages and campsites. The best part? Chatting with customers 
they watched grow up. 
McHenry can't imagine ever moving from her lakeside 
home. When she wants to get away, she plays her autoharp for 
schoolchildren or drives her red 1966 Cadillac in area parades, 
chauffeuring dignitaries and festival princesses. When she wants 
to get far away, she takes a cruise or heads to Alaska. 
But most of the time, McHenry is happy where she's been 
all along. 
Class 
Notes _________ _ 
'05 Angela Brown, MS communication studies, 
was hired this winter as alumni relations director 
at the Intercollegiate College of Nursing in 
Spokane. Eastern's alumni director, 2001-2005, 
Angela and her husband, Tony, are new parents 
of a boy, Donald James. 
'05 April Murray, BA education-English, 
teaches English at High Tech High School and 
Quincy High School, both in Quincy. 
'05 Sharon Wagoner, BA art history CAL, 
entered the master's program in decorative arts 
at the Corcoran, which is affiliated with the 
Smithsonian in Washington, D.C. 
'05 Dan Melvin, BA mechanical engineering 
technology, is a design engineer in the 
research and engineering group at Colmac Coil 
Manufacturing of Colville. 
'05 Thomas P. Dineen, BA interdisciplinary 
studies CBA, was a recent quarter-finalist in the 
2005 American Gem Short Script Contest for his 
film, Blind Eye. 
'04 Jeremy Lokken, BA electronic media and 
film CAL, screened his film, Monster in the 
Mansion, at the Northwest Museum of Arts and 
Culture. 
'03 Evangelina Ramirez Cunningham, BA 
accounting, is the sixth of 10 children and the first 
to receive a college degree (with her education 
paid for by the Gates Millennium Scholarship). 
Now employed as principal accountant for the 
EWU Foundation, she also earned a master's in 
library and information sciences at the University 
of Washington in 2005. She and her husband, 
Isaac, a student at Eastern, are the proud parents 
of Lucas, born February 2005. 
'03 Tamra Brosseau, BA art history, a McNair 
scholar, recently graduated from Cornell 
University with a master's in historic preservation. 
'02 Yevgeniy Ampleyev, BFA studio art CAL, 
received a $50,000 scholarship to attend the 
University of New Orleans graduate painting 
program. 
'02 Heather Hummel, MA English literature, 
is a part-time instructor at Peninsula College in 
Port Angeles. She is completing her first young 
adult novel, Urban Coyote, and is coeditor of 
a new online literary magazine, Blood Orange 
Review. 
Moby Bass 
It's a hard life. Wearing only a 
humble uniform of shorts and 
flipflops, a relaxed 27-year-old 
Luke Clausen recently trounced 
50 other professional fishermen 
to net $500,000 as winner of the 
$1.2 million CITGO Bassmasters 
Classic. 
Over a period of three days in February, 
Luke fished the southeast corner of 
Florida's Lake Kissimmee and caught 15 
bass weighing a total of 54.5 pounds. 
"I fished this tournament just li ke I 
would have fished if a bunch of guys had 
thrown $5 into a pot," he declared before 
a national ESPN-TV audience. "I fish the 
same way no matter what." 
Such sang froid under pressure seems to 
be working for the Spokane Valley resident. 
In 2004 Luke bagged another $500,000 
in the Wal-Mart Tour Championship. 
But for the sponsors, those fi sh are 
pretty pricey. Let's see, Luke's latest catch 
cost more than $9,000 per pound! 
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'99 Nancy Bunker, MA history, this past fall 
published a book, Primary Source Collections in 
the Pacific Northwest: An Historical Researcher's 
Guide, which evaluates historical manuscripts 
and photo collections. An associate professor/ 
coordinator of reference services in the 
Whitworth College library, she also works as a 
freelance historical researcher and curator of a 
local history collection. 
'99 Angie Willms, BA education-natural 
sciences, is completing her first year teaching 
fourth- and fifth-grade students in Entiat. She 
taught previously in Connell, Kent and Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla. 
'98 Mohammed Al Falasi, BA marketing, 
was appointed this winter to head operations 
for Emaar Properties across Pakistan. Originally 
from the United Arab Emirates, Mohammed 
helped launch the Dubai Financial Market 
and has handled property, retail and facilities 
management with Emaar since 2002, including 
managing the company's projects in Karachi and 
Islamabad. 
'97 Jessica Mclaughlin, BA theatre CAL, 
recently debuted with the Spokane Civic 
Theatre. Jessica directed the production of 
Cat on a Hot Tin Roof. 
'94 Steve Zehm, BA business administration, is 
the senior software engineer at Mobilisa Inc. of 
Port Townsend. 
'94 Janet Daubel, BA international affairs, is 
an international trade specialist for the U.S. 
Commercial Service, a division of the Department 
of Commerce, where she received the Director 
General Award for Community Outreach. 
'92 Doug Plucker, BA education-physical 
education, is the new head baseball coach at 
Arlington High School. He played on Eastern's 
baseball team as a student. 
'89 Lee "The Flea" Watkinson, BA economics, 
was eliminated in 45th place in the World 
Series of Poker. His sense of loss was perhaps 
tempered by his winnings (in a field of 5,800 
contestants), which amounted to $235,000. 
'87 Garrick Redden, BA marketing, became 
head football coach at Richland High School this 
past fall. A member of Eastern's football team 
in the '80s, he was inducted into the EWU Hall 
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'Miracle Boy' Becomes Modern-Day Thoreau 
The two-year-old didn't know any better. Walking backward, 
maneuvering a pull-toy, the toddler tumbled into a laundry tub of 
scalding water. Doctors advised the boy's mother to call a priest, but 
after two weeks, it was clear the small patient would survive. 
His mother dubbed Kim Heacox her" miracle boy," not only for defying the doctor's 
initial grim prognosis, but when the burns on his body faded completely, leaving no 
scars. 
Ever since that day 52 years ago, Kim Heacox watches where he's going . 
Though he considers the rest of his youth to be unremarkable-" I was Mr. Mediocrity" 
- Kim was inspired at Eastern by Michael Folsom, professor of geomorphology, who 
taught him to think differently about the earth and encouraged him to travel to Glacier 
Bay National Park and Preserve in Alaska. 
In the summer of 1979, Kim and another young man, both newly hired as park 
naturalists, were dropped off at a remote inlet 50 miles from park headquarters. Their 
kayak was the only one in the vicinity. The two na"fve adventurers embarked upon a 
life-changing journey amid 3 million acres of glacial wilderness. 
Kim never really returned to civilization. Today he lives in a remote hamlet called 
Gustavus, 50 miles west of Juneau, with his naturalist wife, Melanie. A member of the 
Gustavus city council, Kim warns of the dangers of the conventional idea of progress. 
(With a population of just 400 and not a single streetlight in town, Gustavus for the 
moment remains unspoiled.) 
Kim has written several books for National Geographic, plus a political novel, Caribou 
Crossing. He funds his writer's life with photography commissions and teaches guitar 
on the side. His latest book, The Only Kayak, is not so much an adventure story as it is 
a memoir about finding friendship, risk and hope in Alaska. 
of Fame as part of the 1985 team . He was an 
assistant coach at the collegiate level (University 
of Washington, Cal State Fullerton, Weber State) 
and was an assistant and recruiting coordinator 
at EWU 1995-97. 
'86 Frank Armijo, BA MIS, was named 
2006 Tri-Citian of the Year for his long record 
of community service. Among his many 
accomplishments, Frank won legislative support 
this year for four-year status for Washington State 
University Tri-Cities. The Pasco native is program 
director and general manager of Lockheed 
Martin Information Technology in Richland. 
'72 Larry Books, BA education-industrial 
technology, taught woodshop for 26 years 
in the Evergreen School District. The Battle 
Ground resident owns Gallery Florist in 
Vancouver and is the maker of fine wood 
pieces ranging from jewelry boxes to hutches, 
some of which have been in exhibitions. 
'69 and '85 Amy Bragdon, BA music and MA 
school administration, was appointed this w inter 
by Gov. Christine Gregoire to a three-year term 
on the State Board of Education, which oversees 
Washington's K-12 education requirements and 
statewide accountability system. A resident of 
Newman Lake, she was a teacher and principal 
in the West Va lley School District in Spokane 
for 30 years and was on the EWU Principal 
Professional Education advisory board. She is 
a member of the Japanese American Citizen's 
League and a former member of the YMCA 
board of directors. 
'68 Ted Esslinger, BA biology, has become 
president of the American Bryological and 
Lichenological Society. For 30 years, Ted has 
taught at North Dakota State University, and for 
five years was chair of the botany department. 
An internationally recognized expert on lichen-
forming fungi, he has published numerous 
scientific papers and monographs, and his 
research has resulted in the discovery and 
naming of more than 120 species of lichen. 
'59 Ruth McMullin, BA education, taught for 
many years in California and is now retired, 
living in Santa Barbara. 
'58 and '69, Cary Heth, BA social science and 
MA curriculum specialist, a longtime teacher 
who became dean at Community Colleges 
of Spokane, began a new career after his 
retirement from education in 1989. For the 
past six years, he has been a volunteer chaplain 
with Hospice of Spokane. "I never planned on 
this," he told The Spokesman-Review. "I was 
supposed to be a socia l studies teacher . .. But 
there is this energy inside of me that tells me 
this is worth doing." 
'49 Anna-Laura Laird, BA education, 
Tawanka, lives in Richland and is "closely 
involved in family affairs." 
'47 Sally W. Cole, BA education, is a retired 
teacher now living in a senior apartment 
complex in Bellingham . She is a member of 
the Tawanka women's service group. 
'38 Dorothy Scroggs, BA chi ld development, 
Tawanka , lives on Mercer Island and enjoys 
traveling to destinations such as Hawaii . 
'36 Helen Freeman, BA education, 
Tawanka, daughter of EWU professor Dr. 
Otis Freeman, lives in Murrieta, Calif ., and 
teaches violin. 
Alumus Gary Nog le ('75 
BA geography and '77 
BA accounting) and his 
wife Jan sent a care package 
to their son, Chris, stationed 
in Iraq, which included an 
Eagles antenna ball. Chris sent 
back this picture via e-mail 
and wrote, "I actually need 
another one as this one was 
a bit charred" after being hit 
by a fireball from an enemy 
explosive. Fortunately, the 
antenna ball was the most 
serious casualty. 
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'05 Angela Dau, BA education, and Jason 
Wagner, Jan. 15. They are living in Spokane 
after a honeymoon in Maui . Jason graduated 
from the University of Washington. 
'05 Curtis Black, BA government, and '04 and 
'05 Jennifer Wilson, BA English and MAE, 
on March 11, 2006. Curtis is EWU admissions 
advisor in Bellevue. 
'05 Nolan Garrett, BS computer science, and 
Andrea Hayes, Aug. 20. The couple is living 
in Spokane after a honeymoon to Mazatlan, 
Mexico. Andrea is a graduate of Whitworth 
College. 
'05 Erin Wade, BAE health and fitness, and '04 
Craig Smith, BA government, in June 2005. 
The couple lives in Yakima. 
'05 Katie Anna Wiemerslage, BA theatre, 
and '05 Daniel Longoria, Aug. 19, 2005. The 
couple lives in Seattle, where both are actors. 
'05 Chris Harty, BS biology, and Ann Disbrow, 
an EWU occupational therapy major, Aug. 21, 
2005. Chris is enrolled in the EWU Doctor of 
Physical Therapy Program; the couple resides in 
Cheney. 
'05 Raymond Kenney, BS chemistry, and 
Kathryn Magee, June 18, 2005. They are living 
in Spokane, where he is a phlebotomist at 
Sacred Heart Medical Center. 
'04 Leah Pelto, BA communication studies 
CAL, and '03 and '05 Ryan Stemkoski, BA 
economics and MBA, on Feb . 4, 2006. Leah is 
EWU admissions advisor. 
'04 Matthew Murphy, BA criminal justice, 
and Rachel Cooper, Sept. 2, 2005. The couple 
lives in Spokane, where Matthew is a graduate 
student in business administration at EWU and 
Rachel is an events planning major at EWU . 
'04 Wendi Pearson, BA early childhood 
education, and Chuck Clayson, July 16, 2005. 
The couple lives in Twisp, where Wendi is a 
teacher in the Pateros School District. 
'04 Krysta Arrestouilh, BA occupational 
therapy, and Ian Allison, Sept. 24, 2005. The 
couples lives in Richland, where Krysta works 
for the Richland Rehabilitation Center and 
Columbia Basin Racquet and Fitness Club. 
'03 Stacey Timm, BA communication studies, 
and Lance Rasmussen, Oct. 15, 2005 . The 
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couple lives in Fairfield, and Stacey is a program '00 Yome Hong, BA business-general 
manager for Camp Fire USA in Spokane. 
'03 Kylan Richards, BA business-marketing, 
and '03 Jake Pimley, BA business-economics, 
Aug . 20, 2005. The couple lives in Portland; 
Kylan is employed by Nike Golf Research in 
Beaverton, Ore., and Jake is a mortgage broker 
for Creekside Mortgage in Vancouver. 
'03 Abby Ehlert, BA education-reading, and 
Nathan Spencer, June 18, 2005. The couple 
lives in Spokane, where Abby teaches first 
grade in the Spokane Public School District. 
'03 Erin Kinzer, BA education-reading, and 
Cory Bennett, Aug. 6, 2005. She is a teacher 
at Columbia Elementary School in Burbank; the 
couple lives in Pasco. 
'03 Sarah Veltry, BA social work, and '97 
James Yost, BA urban and regional planning, 
July 30, 2005. The couple lives in Spokane, 
where she works at Group Health and he is the 
owner of Signature Valet. 
'02 Jason Jess, BA accounting, and Sarah 
Frazier, Aug . 6, 2005. The couple lives in 
Spokane, where Jason is a financial analyst 
and stock option plan administrator at Sterling 
Financial Corp. 
'02 Eric Parker, BA education-music, and 
Lauren Davis, July 30, 2005. The couple is 
living in Spokane, where Eric is a band teacher 
at Central Valley High School and North Pines 
Middle School. 
'01 Matthew Wyrick, BA education-reading, 
and Jenny Kreider, Aug. 7, 2005. The couple 
li ves in Lacey, where Matthew works at 
McKenna Elementary School. 
'01 Angela McAferty, BA recreation 
management, and '03 Casey Potts, BA history, 
Sept. 3, 2005. She is the recreation coordinator 
for the city of Walla Walla and he is a counselor 
at the penitentiary in Walla Walla. 
'01 Jennifer Mays, MSW, and '04 Jason 
Suk, MBA, Nov. 19, 2005 . The couple lives 
in Spokane, where she is a mental health 
counselor for Family Services of Spokane and 
he is a regional sales coordinator at Sterling 
Savings Bank. 
'01 Greg Belzer, BS health administration, 
and Megan Ehlert, Sept. 17, 2005. They live in 
Spokane, where Greg is a radiology technician 
at Va lley Hospital and Medical Center. 
management, and Melissa Seeliger, Aug. 27, 
2005. The couple li ves in Spokane, where Yome 
is a server administrator for The Spokesman-
Review 
'00 Julie Cecil, BA interdisciplinary studies, and 
Michael Mortimer, Oct. 15, 2005. The couple 
lives at Liberty Lake; Julie works in advertising 
sales at KXLY-TV. 
'99 Brenda Hall, BA recreation management, 
and Christopher Howe, Dec. 10. The couple 
is living in Spokane after a honeymoon to the 
Dominican Republic. Brenda is employed at 
Community Health Association of Spokane. 
'99 Brian Hann, BA English, and '02 Allison 
Elmer, BA psychology, Aug. 20, 2005. Brian 
works at Macy's department store and Allison is 
employed by Spokane's Veterans' Home. 
'99 Shawna Rutherford, BA accounting, and 
Jeff Miller, Oct. 22 , 2005. The couple lives in 
Spokane, where Shawna is finance supervisor at 
Inland Northwest Health Center. 
'98 Angela Price, BA human resources 
management, and Brian Bridges, Sept. 17, 
2005 . The couple lives in Spokane Valley; 
Angela works for Spokane Public Schools. 
'93 Monte Strawn, BA education-
mathematics, and Dina Clawson Nozawa, Feb . 
26, 2004. Monte is a firefighter for the Spokane 
Valley Fire Department. 
'93 Katy Jacobson, BA business 
administration, and Edward Bruya, July 9, 
2005. The couple lives in Spokane, where Katy 
is director of human resources at Washington 
Trust Bank. 
'87 Theresa Byrne, BA education-reading, and 
David Oas, July 22, 2005. The couple lives in 
Spokane, where Theresa is a first-grade teacher 
for Spokane Public Schools. 
'84 Dianne H.B. Welsh, MS psychology, to 
Thaddeus Shalek in Tampa, Fla., on May 28, 
2005. Dianne, who earned a PhD in business 
administration from the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln, is the James W Walter Distinguished 
Chair for Entrepreneurship at the University 
of Tampa's John H. Sykes College of Business. 
Thaddeus (Ted) is CFO for Vertical Health 
Solutions, Inc., a veterinary supply company. 
' 
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Registration: 12 p.m. 
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• Tee and Green 
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contact Alisun Dvorak at (509) 359-4557. 
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'94 and '97 Ronald Vanderholm, 44, BA 
international affairs and MEd curriculum and 
instruction, died Dec. 15, 2005. The Moses Lake 
resident had been a teacher at Royal City High 
School since 1997. 
'93 Gerald McDermott, 58, BA social work, 
died Nov. 16, 2005. The Victoria, B.C., resident 
was remembered at a gathering at the Kalispel 
Community Center on the Kalispel Reservation 
near Usk. 
'92 Samuel Stockton, 37, BS physical therapy, died 
June 19, 2005, in Seattle. He had been a physical 
therapist at Virginia Mason Hospital and was on the 
Washington State Board for Physical Therapy. 
'91 and '95 Margaret E. "Betty" Davis, 74, BA 
liberal studies and MS communications, died Dec. 
1, 2005. The Stevensville, Mont., resident worked at 
the JFK Library and in the publications unit at Eastern 
in the 1990s. She worked for Montana radio and TV 
stations and was a certified ceramics teacher. 
'90 and '92 Robert L. Evans, College of Fine Arts 
with a BA in studio art and art history, died recently 
in Las Vegas. A professional artist, Robert worked 
as a teacher for the Las Vegas school district. 
'90 Miquette Gilson Mccanna Seimears, 39, BS 
dental hygiene, died Feb. 12 in Spokane Valley. 
'88 Dirk A. Bible, 47, BA health administration 
and community health education, died Jan . 22, 
2005 in Alaska. 
'87 Bonita L. Rutherford, 42, BA radio-television, 
died recently in Tri-Cities. She worked in radio-
television, but writing and theater were her passions. 
She also was an award-winning photographer. 
'84 David Faire, 43, BA professional accounting, 
died Jan. 2 in Spokane. He worked as an 
accountant throughout his career, most recently 
for the Spokane Regional Health District as 
finance director. 
'82 Stewart G. Ailor, 76, BA education, died 
Feb. 2 in Spokane Valley. 
'79 Glen E. Bradwin, 53, BA and MA in education 
and college Instruction, died Feb. 14 in Spokane. 
He worked as the head athletic trainer at EWU 
before selling insurance. He returned to math 
education, his first love, teaching in the Spokane 
Valley and Ephrata schools. 
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'76 and '04 Robert M. Fenno, 56, BA sociology 
and MSW, died Jan. 2 in Spokane. The former 
Okanogan resident worked with children at the 
Department of Social and Health Services in 
Spokane. 
'76 Andrew W. Berg, 80, BS geology, died Feb. 12 
in Spokane. He worked as a geologist for the U.S. 
Bureau of Mines until he retired in 1996. He was a 
member of the advisory board for Eastern's College 
of Science, Math and Technology. 
'76 Tilton Hutson, 72, BA general accounting, 
died Jan. 8 in Spokane Valley. He had been proud 
to serve his country during the Korean War. 
'74 William Specker, 54, BA theatre, died Dec. 
13, 2005, in Spokane. He worked at the Coliseum, 
the Spokane Arena and Opera House for 30 years 
and was a member of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees. 
'74 Christopher Tollackson, 53, BA professional 
accounting, died Jan. 8. A lifelong resident of 
Spokane, he had been chief financial officer for 
United Health Services Credit Union. 
'72 and '79 Irene Kay (Atwood) Knight, 68, 
BA education-childhood development and MEd 
early childhood education, died Jan. 6. She taught 
kindergarten and first grade in Spokane for 29 
years. 
'70 and '75 Robert L. Nolan, 59, BA education-
mathematics and ME education, died Jan. 5 at 
his home in Wilson Creek. He retired at the end 
of December as superintendent at Wilson Creek, 
culminating a 35-year career in education. 
'68 Clifford Hitomi, 60, BA business 
administration, died Jan. 23 in Spokane. He 
worked as a counselor for Washington's Division of 
Vocational Rehabilitation for 30 years. 
'67 and '68 Winifred McGrew, 90, BA and MA 
communication disorders, died Jan. 15 in Spokane. 
She was instrumental in creating the Speech 
Pathology Department at Eastern State Hospital. 
'66 Joyce Anderson, 63, BA English, died Nov. 
30, 2005, in Phoenix. She taught for nearly 40 
years, the past 20 years in the Kyrene School 
District in Phoenix. 
'66 Howard Waterman, 62, BA education-
biology, died Dec. 14, 2005, in Spokane Valley. He 
taught school for 30 years at Central Valley High 
School, retiring in 1996, and going on to teach 
workshops for science teachers until 2004. 
'65 Rae Kessler, 90, BA education, died Feb. 22 
in Clarkston. She worked as a substitute teacher in 
many area schools. 
'62 and '67 Robert Fisher, BA elementary 
education and MA school administration, died 
Nov. 30, 2005, in Olympia. He taught in Spokane 
schools, was president of the Spokane Education 
Association, government relations specialist for the 
Washington Education Association and retired as 
WEA's director of government relations and chief 
lobbyist. 
'61 Betty Mortensen, 69, BA education, died 
Nov. 28, 2005, in Spokane. She taught in Alaska 
and Washington and later was a caseworker 
for adoptions and foster care placement for the 
Department of Social and Health Services. 
'58 Ernie Franks, 77, BA physical education, 
died Nov. 23, 2005, in Chewelah . He lived in 
the Springdale area most of his life and taught 
and coached in the Mary Walker School District 
until retirement in 1985. 
'57 John Patrick McGee, 71, BA industrial 
technology, died Dec. 18, 2005, in Everett. The 
former Marysville resident and GTE employee 
lived in Mill Creek since 1996. He was a 
founder of Marysville Seniors Against Crime. 
'57 Beatrice (Feiring) Saldin, 92, BA 
education, died Jan. 21 in Spokane. She taught 
school for 18 years, 15 of which were in the 
Home Economics Department at Sacajawea 
Middle School. 
'55 Selma Meyer, 90, BA early childhood 
education, died Jan. 9 in Spokane. She taught 
in Spokane schools until retirement in 1976. 
'53 Marilyn G. Prekeges, 74, BA elementary 
teaching, died Feb. 13 in Kirkland, Wash. 
She was a Tawanka. 
'51 Dale Veach, 76, BA early childhood 
education, died Dec. 27, 2005. He played 
basketball at Eastern and went on to a career 
as a life insurance underwriter, retiring in 1997. 
'50 Glen Ryan, 82, BA general accounting, died 
Nov. 11, 2005, in Spokane. He was employed in 
accountancy positions in Ephrata, Yakima and 
Spokane and retired as a field auditor for the 
Washington Department of Revenue in 1992. He 
was an active ski instructor through 2002. 
'50 George Veach, 86, BA early childhood 
education, died Jan. 4. He taught for 27 years 
in the Spokane School District and retired to his 
Priest Lake, Idaho, home in 1977. 
'50 Gilbert Doran, 77, BA psychology, died Jan. 
13 in Spokane. He was an investment banker and 
vice president at Murphy Favre. 
'50 Thomas E. Tyrrell, 79, BA education, died 
April 23, 2005, in Yakima. 
'49 Geraldine Sutton, 94, teaching certificate, 
died Aug . 31, 2005, in Spokane. She began 
teaching in a one-room schoolhouse in Colorado 
and spent a lifetime in the teaching profession. 
'48 Phillip H. Coble, 90, BA early childhood 
education, died Feb. 18 in Spokane. He served as 
a principal in several school districts throughout 
the state before retiring in 1973 to enjoy golf, 
fishing, camping and boating. 
'47 Mary Jeanette Cunz, 80, BA early childhood 
education, died in Spokane Nov. 5, 2005. She 
taught for 34 years, retiring in 1986. 
'47 Lawrence H. Kerns, 91, BA education, died 
Dec. 16, 2005. A resident of East Wenatchee, 
he taught and coached in centra l Washington 
communities for many years and was principal 
at Peshastin-Dryden High School until retiring in 
1976. He played basketball at Eastern. 
'39 Seth Huneywell, 88, BA education, died 
Dec. 7, 2005, in Spokane, where he lived all his 
life. He had been an elementary school principal. 
'37 and '61 Loma A. Saunders, 92, BA 
education-social science, died Feb.1 in Ritzville. 
She worked as a teacher in the Ritzville School 
District until retiring in 1971. 
'34 Lorraine P. (Stiles) Overmyer, 97, BA 
education, died Jan. 19 in Stockton, Calif. 
'36 Kathryn L. Turk, BA English, died Feb. 8. 
Kathryn was a homemaker, active vo lunteer and 
70-year member of the P.E.O. Sisterhood. 
Time Well Spent 
'27 Lois Harriet Sampson, 104, BA education, 
died Feb. 13 in Spokane. She worked as a teacher 
for 18 years before retiring in 1966. 
'27 Bertha E. (Gering) Graber, 101, BA music, 
died Feb. 22 in Ritzville. She worked as a teacher 
24 years at Soap Lake. She later operated the 
Tourist Court from 1950 to 1967 with her 
husband, Joseph. 
'26 Elizabeth Fairchild Iverson, 98, education, 
died June 16, 2005, in Everett. She taught for 
many years in Seattle, lived in Panama for seven 
years, traveled extensively and made her last trip 
through the Panama Canal in 2002. 
Faculty/Staff 
Darlene Ritter, 65, died Dec. 13, 2005, at 
her home in Cheney. The wife of Peck Ritter, 
professor of chemistry/biochemistry, she worked 
at Eastern for 18 years, leaving her position in 
Dining Services in 1992. 
In March, retired professor Steve Spacek passed away after battling 
cancer. A fixture at Eastern for more than 40 years, he will be sorely 
missed. 
He began teaching in Eastern's Department of Education in 1958 and continued 
until he retired in 1997. 
Yet Spacek's presence was appreciated on the basketball court as well as in the 
classroom. For more than 600 college basketball games, Spacek had the best seat in 
the house -floor level, exactly at midcourt. And no one could steal it, either. Reason : 
Steve was manning the score clock in Cheney's Reese Court as a devoted volunteer. 
He was never paid a dime. 
That amounts to nearly three decades of timekeeping, second by second, while 
young legs pounded the boards. 
Since 1989, Steve's wife, Jan, operated the scoreboard by her husband's side 
during most Eagle basketball games. The two were honored for their combined 44 
years of loyal service at a reception following the Feb. 4 home game against Northern Arizona . 
After serving in the Korean War, Steve earned a master's degree from the University of Northern Colorado (1963) and a doctorate 
from University of Idaho (1976). 
An unabashed sports fan, Steve was the timer for all 136 Big Sky Conference home games of the men's basketball team. 
Raised in Tekoa, Wash., Steve weighed 112 pounds and rose to a height of 5-foot-6-3/4 when he played high school basketball. 
His team's shorts engulfed him long before baggy was cool. 
"I remember my mom saying, 'I have to work on those,"' said Steve. "'They're just a little too long."' 
A final, fond farewell to Steve. Thanks for all the good times! 
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The Nine-Year Mystery 
Have you seen this statue? 
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The rose garden outside the President's House on campus is in bloom now, beautiful as always this time of year. But still missing, as it has 
been for nine years, is this statue of 
Sacajawea by renowned Northwest 
artist Harold Balazs. 
One day while on routine patrol during spring 
break in 1997, a University Police officer noticed 
that the copper and brass figure was gone, ripped 
from the base with only the feet remaining. 
Suspecting a prank, University Police investigated. 
No clues ever turned up. 
"That's really odd," said Tom McGill, chief 
of University Police. "In almost every case, 
somebody says something to somebody, and we 
hear about it. We get some kind of lead about the 
who, why or where something ends up. But there 
was absolutely nothing about what happened to 
this unique piece of art." 
Harold Balazs, whose oeuvre includes the well-
known abstract aluminum "floating" sculpture 
fu the Spokane River near the Washington Street 
bridge in Riverfront Park, still lives in Mead and 
remembers the Sacajawea statue well. When he 
first crafted it in 1960, it was placed in the rotunda 
of Showalter Hall, replacing a battered, life-size 
plaster statue given by the class of 1916. Then in 
1986, the Balazs piece was installed in the rose 
garden. 
The plaster depiction of the famous native 
guide has been refurbished and once again graces 
Showalter Hall. Still, the University would like to 
recover the missing idol. 
The artist is philosophical. "Well, it's not the 
first statue of mine that was ever stolen," Balazs 
remarked. A five-ton, 12-foot by 6-foot concrete 
piece he created with college students disappeared from Great Falls, Mont., and a 22-foot tall work 
was snatched in downtown Seattle. 
Are these brazen thefts the work of unscrupulous art lovers? "No, I suspect they took them to 
sell for scrap," said the artist. 
But if the Balazs sculpture still exists, Tom McGill, who can be reached at (509) 359-2777, has this 
offer to make: "Even now, we are interested in getting the statue back with no questions asked - if 
it was taken as a prank. Its historical value is important to the University." 
~- c:1e~dar ______________ _ 
MAY 
JUNE 
17 
JULY 
Spokane Wine Tasting - Learn to pair delicious 
food with a variety of exceptional wines, 6-8:30 p.m., 
Beacon Hill, 4848 E Wellesley Ave., Spokane. Cost: 
$35. For more information or to RSVP, call (509) 
359-4550 or register online at www.ewualumni.org. 
The Honorable Madeleine Korbel Albright - EWU 
Presidential Speaker Series free public lecture, 1 :30 
p.m., Reese Court at the Special Events Pavilion, 
EWU, Cheney 
Commencement 
19 Banner Bank Third Annual EWU Puget Sound 
Golf Tournament. Tee time, 1 p.m.; shotgun 
start; The Golf Club at Newcastle, 15500 Six 
Penny Lane, Newcastle, Wash. Individual, 
$225; foursome, $800; tee and green 
sponsorships, $1,000. To make reservations, 
visit or call (888) EWU-ALUM (398-2586) 
AUGUST 
2 
31 
Ron Raver Golf Tournament. For more information, 
visit http://www.eaglefans.org/eaglefans/ 
EWU football game at Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, Ore. Kick-off, J:05 p.m. Pre-game 
reception, hosted by the Alumni Association, TBA. 
SEPTEMBER 
16 
20 
23 
30 
EWU football game vs. Central Washington 
University; Cheney; kick-off, 6:05 p.m. 
First day of fall quarter 2006 
EWU football game at Montana State 
University; Bozeman, Mont.; kick-off, 12:05 p.m. 
EWU football game vs. Sacramento 
State University; Cheney; 
kick-off , 2:05 p.m. 
OCTOBER 
7 
14 
21 
EWU football game vs. 
University of Montana; 
Cheney; kick-off, 2:05 p.m. 
EWU football game at Northern Colorado; 
Greeley, Colo. 
EWU football game vs. Portland 
State University; Portland, 
Ore.; kick-off, 6:05 p.m. 
23-28 Homecoming Week 
28 EWU football game vs. 
Northern Arizona; Cheney; 
kick-off, 2:05 p.m. 
For calendar updates, contact the EWU Alumni Office at 
(509) 235-5034 (http://www.ewualumni.org). Come join (or rejoin) us! 
(what's Going on in Your World? Please send to: EWU Alumni Relations 
Good news to share? New job? Change of addresss? Tell us so that we 
ca n update records and sha re your news with alumni and friends in an 
upcoming issue of Eastern magazine . 
506 F Street, Cheney, WA 99004-2402 
Call : (888) EWU-ALUM (398-2586) or 
(509) 235-5034; Fax: (509) 235-5032 
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Show Eagle Pride on Your Ride! 
Your Eastern Washington University license plate supports EWU students, today and into the future, 
with $28 of the $30 specialized plate fee going to scholarships at Eastern . 
Today's students ben_efit now, and tomorrow's Eagles - like young Paige Galey (shown here, 
prospective EWU class of '23) - will have something to stand on, too. (Paige is the daughter of 
Michelle Galey, '05 MS communications, and Eric Galey, '84 BA graphic communications.) 
Contact the Olympia Department of Licensing or go to the EWU alumni website -
www.ewualumni.org - to get an application and information. 
EASTERN Magazine 
University Advancement 
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